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SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT

MEETING BREAKDOWN FOR PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 2017 ///6/ /}

10:00 — 10:30 am
|
a
| 10:50 — 10:55 am
t
|
i

10:55—11:00 am

PRESIDENTIAL DAILY BRIEFING
Location: The Oval Office
PRESS: CLOSED

Attendees:
1. The Vice President
2.  Denis McDonough
3. Susan Rice
4. Avril Haines
5. Lisa Monaco
6. Colin Kahl
7. Ben Rhodes
8. Director Clapper
9. Suzanne Fry
10. Daniel Flynn

EVENT PREP

Location: The Oval Office
PO, Peter Velz
PRESS: CLOSED

Attendees:

Kristie Canegallo

Josh Earnest

Liz Allen

Katie Hill, Assistant Press Secretary

B =

WALKING MOVEMENT EN ROUTE BLAIR HOUSE

| NOTE: The PRESS POOL and White House Videographer will capture YOUR walk to the Blair House |

11:00 - 11:05 am

\\_,w_‘.‘._‘zmm

ARRIVE BLAIR HOUSE // ARRIVAL GREET // MOVE TO THE
LINCOLN ROOM (HOLD)
Location: Blair Door, Blair House

1651 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20503

Site: Andrea Richter

Hold: Lincoln Room, First Floor

Staff Hold: Protocol Office, First Floor

PRESS: POOLED FOR OUTSIDE GREET // CLOSED FOR INSIDE
GREET

Greeted outside the Blair House by (POOLED PRESS):

- Randy Bumgardner, Blair House Manager
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11:05—-11:10 am
11:10—-11:55 am
11:55 =12:05 pm

Greeted in the Front Drawing Room by (CLOSED PRESS):
- Ezra Klein, Editor-in-Chief, Vox.com
- Sarah KIiff, Senior Correspondent, Vox.com

MAKEUP // MOVE TO OSA

Location: Lincoln Room, First Floor, Blair House (Hold)

Site: Andrea Richter

PRESS: CLOSED P6/b(6)
| NOTE] ﬁ)_U_ar; I;v'-d;tt;ﬂ:st;g;a_m;)u-nc; 1

VOX LIVE INTERVIEW

Location: Garden Room, First Floor, Blair House

POC: Liz Allen

Attendees: Approximately 85 participants, seated

Setup: YOU are seated on an 8-foot by 4-foot stage. Behind YOU is the

Garden Room mantle with a Vox logo placed on top. Three
chairs are positioned on the stage with water tables in between,
and POTUS flags frame the stage edges.
Sound/Podium: Lav Mic // None
PRESS: POOLED // LIVESTREAMED ON WH.GOV AND VOX.COM
Format:
- Ezra Klein introduces YOU to stage
- YOU move to stage from stage LEFT and take YOUR seat
- YOU participate in a 40-minute interview with Ezra Klein (NOTE: Towards
the end of the interview, Sarah KIiff takes a question for YOU from the
audience)
- Interview concludes and YOU depart

WALKING MOVEMENT EN ROUTE THE OVAL OFFICE

[ NOTE: The PRESS POOL and White House Videographer will capture YOUR walk back to the White House ]

12:10 - 12:20 pm

12:30— 1:00 pm
1:00 - 1:30 pm
1:30 — 1:55 pm

OVAL OFFICE DROP-BY

Location: The Oval Office
POC: Ferial Govashiri
PRESS: CLOSED
LUNCH

Location: The Oval Office
PRESS: CLOSED
POTUS TIME

Location: The Oval Office
PRESS: CLOSED
DESK TIME
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Location: The Oval Office

PRESS: CLOSED
1:55 -2:00 pm STAFF SECRETARY TIME

Location: The Oval Office

POC: Joani Walsh

PRESS: CLOSED

YOU sign:
1. S.3084: American Innovation and Competitiveness Act

2:00 —3:00 pm WHITE HOUSE DEPARTURE PHOTOS

Location: The Oval Office

POC: Tess Udall // Divya Kantamneni

Attendees: 252 attendees // 57 clicks

PRESS: CLOSED

Format:

- YOU welcome departing staff members and their families into the Oval

Office

- YOU pose for a photograph with each group

- After each photo, the group departs and YOU repeat this process for
approximately 56 clicks

- Following the last click, all guests depart

| Attendees manifested in the event memo |

3:15—-3:45 pm WRAP UP
Location: CoS Office
POC: Jenny Wang
PRESS: CLOSED
4:00 — 4:05 pm MOVE TO THE DOCTOR'’S OFFICE
4:05 —4:15 pm | - —--—|P6/b(6)
Location: The Doctor’s Office
POIC: Peter Velz // Desiree Barnes
PRESS: CLOSED
Attendees:
1. Josh Earnest
2. Jen Psaki
3. Ben Rhodes
4. Ned Price
5. Denis McDonough (optional)

4:15-4:20 pm MOVE TO LOWER CROSS HALL
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| Sunday | Monday | Tuesday [ Wednesday 7] Thursday | Friday | Saturday |
1 2 3 4 7 5 LS 6 7
[ WASHINGTON,DC | | [ WASBANGTON,DC | ! [ WASHINGTON, DC | | [ WASHINGTON, DC | | [ WASHINGTON, DC
WASHINGTON, DC . | YN

Scheduler; Rothblum

9:25-9:55 pm- En Route
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam

9:55-10:00 pm-
Arrive//Load Air Force One
10:00 pm- Wheels Up Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
to Joint Base Andrews

RON ON BOARD AF1

Scheduler: Rothblum

11:40-11:45 am- Arrive
JBA//Load Marine One
11:45-11:55 am- Lift from
Joint Base Andrews to the
South Lawn

11:55-12:00 pm- Proceed to
Residence // Down

PM- No Schedule

RON WH

Scheduler: Boyle

10:00-10:30 am- PDB

11:30-11:40 am- Oval
Office Drop-By (Jackie
Walker & Family-FG)
12:00-12:20 pm- (2) Oval
Office Drop-Bys (Bob
Bauer, daughter & spouse;
Bob Bauer + Atty’s-FG)
12:30-1:00 pm- Lunch
1:00-1:05 pm- Foreign
Leader Call Prep to
President Erdogan of
Turkey

1:05-1:50 pm- Foreign
Leader Call to President
Erdogan of Turkey
2:00-2:15 pm- Oval Office

2:30-3:30 pm- WH '
Departure Photos /
3:45-3:55 pm- Prep '
3:55-4:00 pm- /

|

4:00-4:30 pm- Hold for
Israeli TV Interview
4:30-4:35 pm- Move to
Oval Office

4:50-4:45 pm- Move to the
Residence

4:55-5:10 pm- Group
Photos

5:10-5:15 pm- Move to the
Oval Office

5:30-6:00 pm- Wrap Up
6:00-6:30 pm- Desk Time

RON WH

Drop-By (Nicola Green-BR) /|

P4 I
Seheduler: Bolljnger
v

[
9:15-9:20 am-/En Route
Capitol Building
9:20-9:25 amgp-
Arrive//Arrival Greet
9:25-9:30 am- Move to
Green Roj:n
9:30-9:35 am- Greet with
Stage Pal’tlcipams
9:35-1(35 am- Meeting
with House and Senate Dem
Caucls
10:46-10:45 am- En Route
WH
10/45-10:50 am- Arrive
WH//Move to Oval Office
1A:00-11:05 am- Move to
the Cabinet Room
/11:05-11:15 am - POOL
¢ SPRAY
11:15-12:30 pm- Meeting
w/Joint Chiefs of Staff and
Combatant Commanders
12:30-12:35 pm- Move to
the Oval Office
12:35-1:05 pm- Lunch
1:05-1:30 pm- POTUS
Time
1:30-1:50 pm- Desk Time
1:50-2:00 pm- Make-A-
Wish Visit
2:05-2:20 pm- En Route
Joint Base Myer-Henderson
2:20-2:25 pm- Arrive Joint
Base Myer -
Henderson//Arrival Greet
2:25-2:30 pm- Move to Off-
Stage Announce
2:30-3:45 pm- DoD
Farewell Parade
3:40-4:00 pm- En Route
WH
4:00-4:05 pm- Arrive the
WH // Move to the Oval
Office
4:10-4:40 pm- Meeting per
ADB
4:40-4:45 pm- Move to the
Residence

Scheduler: Bollipger
Scheduler: bo gf.‘f
\ N \\

hY
" 10:00-10:30 am- PQB N
| 10:55-11:00 dm- Mave to *
i the Map Room}
| 11:00-11:30 a:i-OPS})
, Time v \
11:30-11:35 am4Move (o
the Oval Office

I Time i

' 11:55-12:15 pm- PRO
Recognition Photos |

' 12:25-12:55 pm- Lunch

| 1:00-2:00 pm- NSC jme

12:05-2:10 pm- Move tﬁ the

Doctor's Office
\

2:20-2:55 pm- Live from the
WH: Regional TV \
Interviews :
2:55-3:00 pm- Move to the\
Oval Office :

3:15-3:20 pm- Move to the \
Roosevelt Room

3:20-3:45 pm- Weekly
Address & Video Tapings
(VR, Farewell Trailer)
4:00-4:05 pm- Meeting Prep
4:05-4:10 pm- Move to the
China Room

4:10-5:00 pm- PCAST
Meeting

5:00-5:10 pm~- Group Photo
w/PCAST Members
5:10-5:15 pm- Move to
Oval Office

5:30-6:00 pm- Wrap Up
6:00-6:30 pm- Desk Time

RON WH

A\
' 11:35-11:55 am- ROTUS  »

v

J0:50-10:55 am- Event Prep

Scheduler:
Bollinger/Rothblum

10:00-10:30 am- PDB

1Q:55-11:00 am- Walking
Movement En Route Blair
Hous™

11:00-11,05 am- Arrive
Blair I-imkc\UArri\‘al
(ireet//Move tp Hold

~

\

Announce \
11:10-11:55 am- VOX Live
Interview N\
11:55-12:05 pm- En Route *
the Oval Office A
12:10-12:20 pm- Oval

Office Drop-By (Cornell’s
Family-FG)

12:30-1:00 pm- Lunch
1:00-1:30 pm- POTUS

Time

1:30-1:55 pm- Desk Time
1:55-2:00 pm- Move to the
Doctor's Office

2:10-2:15 pm- Move to
Lower Cross Hall
2:15-2:25 pm- Walk and
Talk Interview with George
Stephanopoulos

2:25-2:30 pm- Move to the
Oval Office

2:30-2:55 pm- Sit-Down
Interview with George
Stephanopoulos

3:05-4:05 pm- WH
Departure Photos
4:20-5:00 pm- (4) Oval
Office Drop-By’s (RT
Rybak:; Mai Lassiter & son
Jay; Devin Parekh; Margo
Lion; Eddie Vedder-FG)
5:00-5:20 pm- Oval Office
Drop-By’s w/the First Lady
(Kerry Washington &
Family; Kristen Jarvis &
Family)

WASHINGTON, DC

Scheduler: Rothblum

DOMESTIC TRAVEL

3:30-3:35 pm- Load
Marine One

3:35-3:45 pm- Lift from
the South Lawn to JBA
3:45-3:50 pm- Arrive JBA
/l Load AF-1

3:50-5:50 pm- Wheels Up
JBA to Jacksonville Int’l
Airport

5:50-5:55 pm- Arrive
Jacksonville Int’l Airport //
Load Motorcade

6:50-7:00 pm- Hold for
Photos // Departure Greet
7:05-7:30 pm- En Route
Jacksonville Int’l Airport
7:30-7:35 pm- Arrive
Jacksonville Int'l
Airport//Load AF-1
7:35-9:20 pm- Wheels Up
Jacksonville Int’l Airport
to JBA

9:20-9:25 pm- Arrive JBA
// Load Marine One
9:25-9:35 pm- Lift from
JBA to the South Lawn
9:35-9:40 pm- Arrive the
South Lawn // Down

RON WH

NOTIONAL BLOCK SCHEDULE - FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY [NOTE: GREEN FILL INDICATES RESIDENCE EVENTS]
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| Sunday | Monday [k Tuesday | X. | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday l
8 9 o Y Nil 12 13 14
[ WASHINGTON,DC | | [ WASHINGTON, DC I}; WASHINGTON!DC NWASHINGTON,DC | | [ WASHINGTON, DC | | [ WASHINGTON,DC | | [ WASHINGTON, DC_|

Scheduler: Rothblum

Scheduler: Bollinger

10:00-10:30 am-PDB |

Note: Hold time for Grou]‘l'
Photos 1
1
1
|

1:45-2:00 pm- Oval Offide

2-30-3.30 pm- WH
Departure Photos

3:55-4:00 pm- Move to TBD
4:00-5:15 pm- Steve Kroft
60 Minutes Interview
5:15-5:20 pm- Move to the
Oval Office

5:30-6:00 pm- Wrap Up
6:00-6:30 pm- Desk Time

RON WH

W«u—r@ '

1" WASHINGTON,\DC

| | FYL FLOTUS in NYC}

1 (following Chicago) \\
'

' ]
DOMESTIC TRAV;\,
1
Scheduler: Boyle lt\

1
10:00-10:30 am- PDB “ \
1
Note: Hold time for Group
| Photos \ %
| ! \
1| 12:05-12:15 pm- Oval | |
Office Drop-By (Tory v

12:30-1:00 pm- POTUS
Lunch \
1:00-2:00 pm- Desk Time |
2:00-2:10 pm- Make-A- \
Wish

2:20-2:25 pm- Move to TBD,
2:25-2:45 pm- Hold for
Residence Toast & Group
Photo

2:45-2:50 pm- Move to the
Oval Office

3:00-3:05 pm- Load Marine
One

3:05-3:15 pm- Lift from the
South Lawn to JBA
3:15-3:20 pm- Arrive
JBA//Movement to TBD
Hanger

3:20-3:50 pm- Hold for
PAG Farewell Event
3:50-4:05 pm- Brief Hold
4:05-4:10 pm- Movement to
AFI

4:20-5:15 pm- Wheels Up
JBA to Chicago O'Hare
Int’l Airport

5:15-5:20 pm- Arrive
Chicago O'Hare Int'l
Airport // Load Marine One
5:20-5:35 pm- Lift from
Chicago O'Hare Int’l
Airport to Soldier Field LZ

Burch) \ \

1

1

FYP [2QTUS in NYC
N
SchedulerNBayle
~

<
1:15-1:20 am-)'k.eeh‘ &
Down JBA//Load Mbrqre\
One ~ ¥
1:20-1:30 am- Lift from JBA
to South Lawn

1:30-1:35 am- Arrive South
Lawn//Proceed to Residence

RON WH

11:30-12:00 pm- PDB
12:00-12:15 pm- Oval
Olffice Drop-By (Rob Fisher
& Family-FG)

\| 12:15-12:30 pm- Oval

Office Drop-By (Kelly
Starett & Spouse-FG)

1:30-2:00 pm- POTUS
Time

| 2:00-2:30 pm- Oval Office

Drop-By (Lee Bollinger-
FG)

3:15-4:00 pm- Hold Per
Ferial

4:15-5:15 pm- WH
Departure Photos
5:30-6:00 pm- Wrap Up
6:00-6:30 pm- Desk Time

RON WH

Scheduler; Rothblum
10:00-10:30 am- PDB

Note: Hold time for Group

“hotos
N
~
~
Time ™

2:15-2:30 pm- Oval Offide
Drop-By (Chris Sauuer-l-‘(‘ﬁ e
2:30-2:45 pm- Oval Office
Drop-By (Kathy Ruemmler-
FG)

2:55-3:00 pm- Move to the
Residence

3:00-3:30 pm- Biden Family
& Friends End of
Administration Tribute
3:30-3:35 pm- Move to the
Oval Office

3:50-4:00 pm- Prep
4:00-5:15 pm- Roundrable
w/Conservative Columnists
5:30-6:00 pm- Wrap Up
6:00-6:30 pm- Desk Time
6:30-8:10 pm- POTUS
Time

8:10-8:15 pm- Move to the
Residence

8:15-10:00 pm- East Room
Event

RON WH

Scheduler: Bollinger

10:00-10:30 am- PDB
11:00-11:15 am- Milaide
Ceremony & Departure
Photo for LTC Drew
Steadman

11:30-11:50 am- Oval
Olffice Drop-By (Tony
Robbins-FG)
12:00-12:20 pm- Oval
Office Drop-By (Reid
Hoffman-FG)

1:35-1:40 pm- Prep
1:40-2:00 pm- Interview
w/Michiko Kakutani
2:15-2:30 pm- Oval Office
Drop-By (Charles Rivkin-
FG)

2:45-2:50 pm- Move to
TBD

2:50-3:15 pm- Weekly
Address & Video Tapings
3:15-3:30 pm- Joint Taping
w/the First Lady

3:30-3:35 pm- Move to the
Oval Office

3:50-4:50 pm- WH
Departure Photos
5:05-5:20 pm- Oval Office
Drop-By of U.S. Mint
Representatives

5:30-6:00 pm- Wrap Up
6:00-6:30 pm- Desk Time

RON WH

Scheduler: Boyle

NOTIONAL BLOCK SCHEDULE — FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY [NOTE: GREEN FILL INDICATES RESIDENCE EVENTS]
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| Sunday | Monday [Tuesday l Wednesday ‘,// ] Thursday | Friday [ Saturday ]
5:35-5:40 pm- Arrive . L
Soldier Field LZ // Load Ve

Motorcade
5:40-5:50 pm- En Route
Valois

’

6.:10-6:55 pm- Hold for
Interview with Lester Holt
(sit-down followed by walk
& talk)

6:55-7:00 pm- Move to TBD
7:00-7:20 pm- POTUS
Dinner

7:20-7:25 pm- Load
Motorcade

7:25-7:40 pm- En Route
McCormick Place
7:40-7:45 pm- Arrive
McCormick Place // Greet
7:45-7:55 pm- Motorcade
Driver & Law Enforcement
Photos

7:55-8:00 pm- Move to Off-
Stage Announce

8:00-8:30 pm- Hold for
Remarks

8:30-8:50 pm- Hold for
Rope Line and Signing
Table

8:50-8:55 pm- Move to TBD
8:55-9:05 pm- Hold for
CNN Standing Interview (1)
9:05-9:10 pm- Move to TBD
9:10-9:55 pm- Hold for
Clutch Per ADB
10:00-10:15 pm- En Route
Soldier Field LZ
10:15-10:20 pm- Arrive
Soldier Field LZ//Load
Marine One

10:20-10:35 pm- Lift from
Soldier Field LZ to Chicago
O'Hare Int'l Airport
10:35-10:40 pm- Arrive
Chicago O'Hare Int'l
Airport//Load AF1

10:40 pm- Wheels Up
Chicago O 'Hare Int'l
Airport to JBA

5:50-5:55 pm- Arrive Valojs '/

NOTIONAL BLOCK SCHEDULE — FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY [NOTE: GREEN FILL INDICATES RESIDENCE EVENTS]
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| Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday |
15 16 17 18 19 20
[ WASHINGTON,DC | | [ WASHINGTON,DC | | [ WASHINGTON,DC | | [ WASHINGTON,DC | | [ WASHINGTON, DC [ WASHINGTON, DC

Scheduler: Boyle

Note: Hold 20-30 min this
Interview (RR)

Note: Hold for In-Town

Note: Hold time for Group
Photos this week

week for “Keeping It 1600"

FYIL: MLK Day
Scheduler: Boyle

Note: Hold for Make-A-
Wish Visit

12:30-1:00 pm- Lunch
1:00-1:05 pm- Move to Blue
Room

1:05-1:35 pm- Hold for
Cubs Visit

1:35-1:40 pm- Move to
Oval Office

FYI: FLOTUS’ Birthday
Scheduler: Rothblum

10:00-10:30 am- PDB
12:00-12:15 pm- Oval

Office Drop-By (Penny
Pritzker & Family-FG)

1:30-2:30 pm- Oval Office
Drop-By (Bob Bauer &

Scheduler: Bollinger

Note: Hold time for Press
Conference (Location TBD)

10:00-10:30 am- PDB

12:30-1:00 pm- Lunch
1:00-1:30 pm- POTUS
Time

1:30-2:00 pm- Desk Time

Scheduler: Rothblum
10:00-10:30 am- PDB

12:30-1:00 pm- Lunch
w/the VP

1:00-1:30 pm- POTUS
Time

/
5:30-6:00 pm- Wrap Up
6:00-6:30 pm- Desk A'ime

1:30-2:00 pm- Desk Tinu;/

FYI: Inauguration Day

Scheduler: Rothblum

TBD-TBD am- TBD
Morning Schedule
10:00-10:05 am- Move to
TBD//Greet President-Elect
Trump & Mrs. Trump
10:05-10:35 am- Pre-

. v 5:30-6:00 pm- Wrap Up Z

11’10'2’—' ]%? pm- ?CS}: Time Attorneys-FG) | | 6:00-6:30 pm- Desk Time / ;’5’;8"’5 m‘"’g"ﬁee Brief
2:15-2:30 pm- En Route v | 6:30-6:40 pm - Make-A- ’ :32-1U:40 am- Drie,
TBD V| Wish Visit 4 Hold//Load Motorcade
2:30-2:35 pm- Arrive y RON WH ¢ 10:45-10:55 am- En Route
TBD Arrival Greet//Move 3:50-4:00 pm- Prep \ RON WH / / Capitol Building
to TBD 4:00-5:15 pm- Roundtably . ’
2:35-3:25 pm- Hold for w/Progressive Columnists , / / Note: Hold for In-Town
Service Project 5:30-6:00 pm- Wrap Up ; 4
3:30-3:45 pm- En Route 6:00-6:30 pm- Desk Time | | /
WH : \ / /.

1 I

\ ‘ ’ , !
[l 1 h
RON WH v M r,
- - v W L
RON WH S~ R 1y
~._ I Y
==

NOTIONAL BLOCK SCHEDULE — FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY [NOTE: GREEN FILL INDICATES RESIDENCE EVENTS]
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Daily Econ Brief






Vox Live Interview















Q&A
Q: How would you assess the ACA now? What is working? What is not?

While it hasn’t always been easy, the facts are clear: by any measure, health care in America is
better than it was before the ACA. We have a record-low rate of uninsured Americans. And
insured Americans are benefiting from real consumer protections. We have had record-low
health care price inflation and a system that is more efficient and effective. Medicare will last
longer and has better benefits. And Medicaid has been strengthened and expanded to millions
more low-income adults — people who are now getting needed mental health care or treatment
for opioid addiction.

But we can do more to improve the ACA. Our work implementing the ACA has been iterative
and it’s been rooted in data and facts. [ meet with my team regularly so that we can kick the tires
and troubleshoot, and adjust where we need to. In late 2015, I asked my team to conduct a
rigorous analysis of this law: where was it over-performing, where was it under-performing, and
why. And we came up with ideas about what could we do to make it better, which led to me
authoring a piece in the Journal of the American Medical Association. This includes introducing
a public plan fallback in areas with limited competition. increasing financial assistance for low-
and moderate-income families, and taking action to reduce prescription drug costs. Where we
could, we’ve made adjustments along the way where we could administratively, informed by
what we are hearing from industry groups, consumer groups, and the American people.

But we can always do more to improve health care in America.

Q: What did you do wrong? Is your Administration at fault for because you drove the
ACA through in a partisan way / had your head in the sand when issuers were giving you
warning signs of problems / did not sell the ACA effectively enough?

We're sitting in the very place where I hosted a summit nearly seven years ago to put all health
reform ideas on the table, and to do so in a transparent way so that Americans could participate
in the process. Remember: we’re talking about the health care of every American in this
country. The stakes were high then, and they’re even higher now. We had hoped to find a
willing partner across the aisle and that largely hasn’t been the case for the ACA — in contrast to
the process with other health care bills like the Cures legislation and MACRA. These bills were
the result of years-long negotiations between Democrats and Republicans on the Hill and
between the White House and Congress. So it’s clear that bipartisanship can still happen, but
Republicans drew a line in the sand on the ACA. In fact, a big reason why it took so long to
move health reform legislation through Congress in 2009 and 2010 was that Democrats were
doing everything they could to incorporate Republican ideas and get Republicans on board.

More broadly, our work implementing the ACA has been iterative and it’s been rooted in data
and facts. We’ve made adjustments along the way where we could administratively, informed
by what we are hearing from industry groups, consumer groups, and the American people. And
we put forward other ideas which require legislation and which Congress could act on right now.



One other point often lost in this debate: the ACA might be the only landmark bill in modern
history in which Congress has abdicated its responsibility in passing subsequent legislation and
technical corrections to improve it. When President Bush enacted Medicare Part D, the
prescription drug plan, Congress made improvements over the years. The same was true for the
Children’s Health Insurance Program under President Clinton. This failure to even make
technical fixes has enabled Congressional Republicans to complain that it’s not living up to its
full potential. And this is just one of many examples of how Congress is not carrying out its
basic duties on behalf of the American people.

I’d also note that with Medicare Part D, a lot of Democrats were critical of what’s called the
“donut hole” when it was passed. And as part of the ACA, we came in as a Democratic
Administration and we fixed that, and the donut hole will be completely closed by 2020 if the
ACA is not repealed. So we took our objections, and we built on the law that existed and
strengthened it — we didn’t burn it all down and say we need to start this entire years-long
exercise from scratch. We would have never dreamed of just repealing it right away, with some
10U that we would do something better years later.

Q: Why do you think the law remains as unpopular as it does, and what could you have
done differently to sell it to the American people?

| said this to the Democratic Caucus earlier this week: I wish we had been more effective making
the case to the American people how much the ACA can help working families. So that’s on us.
If you look at the polling data, it’s been remarkably consistent over the years. The fact that the
law remains roughly as popular as it is unpopular — despite misleading attack ads since Day One
— is a testament to how much people value good health insurance that protects them from
discrimination and bankruptcy. And that hasn’t changed in almost seven years.

Yet, it seems like we may be seeing a shift in how Republican voters view repeal for the first
time — with more of them now saying, wait a minute, don’t take my health care away. Let’s

improve this law instead. To some extent, with me leaving office, people may start to take a
more clear-eyed view of the law.

Q: What specific lessons have you learned over the years from drafting, passage and
implementation of the ACA, and what wisdom would you impart to your successor?

One thing is that when you're dealing with health care, the stakes are high. It's one-fifth of the
American economy, but the stakes are also infinitely high for every family that is dealing with a
tragic or chronic illness. It’s not something to just repeal or undermine through executive action
in order to spike a political football. And it will need constant attention long after legislation is
signed into law, because you need to look out for those families and for the economy and for the
health care industry.

Q: What did you and the President-elect talk about regarding the ACA: can’t the two of
you go off and fix it? Is your sense that he actually wants to repeal the entire law? How
would you assess his knowledge of the ACA and our health care system?



The President-elect has said publicly that he wants to maintain protections for the 133 million
Americans with pre-existing conditions, and I'll take him at his word. At the same time, though,
Republicans in Congress want to repeal the individual responsibility portion of the law. [ was
initially against this Republican idea, but we learned from Massachusetts that individual
responsibility, alongside financial assistance, is the only proven way to provide affordable,
private, individual insurance to every American. Maintaining protections for people with pre-
existing conditions without requiring individual responsibility would cost millions of Americans
their coverage and cause dramatic premium increases for millions more. This is just one of the
many complex tradeoffs in health reform, and a good example of how undoing some of the ACA
may undo all of it.

I also understand he and his team have talked publicly about handling repeal and replace
simultaneously. which would be far preferable to repeal and delay for the millions of people who
are relying on this care. In that case any replacement plan should be assessed for whether it
moves our health system forward, toward more affordability and quality care for all Americans.

Q: Do you agree with Senator Schumer’s strategy of scorched earth / no lifeline for
Republicans should they repeal the law?

For years, Democrats have indicated a willingness to work with Republicans to improve upon
the system we have, and so have I. We have put forward ideas about how to do this. And we’ll
continue to be open to that. But what we won't do is negotiate with Republicans who are
holding Americans’ health care hostage and chilling one-fifth of our economy, just so they can
prove a political point. This isn’t a game or a talking point — this is people’s health care and
lives are at stake. There is no need for Republicans to pursue such a dangerous strategy. I can’t
speak to how Democrats should conduct themselves after I've left office, but if Republicans
continue to pursue a hardline partisan repeal strategy, I don’t think the American people will
hold Democrats responsible for the consequences.

Q: Do you think that Republicans will be able to repeal the ACA?

| think even a lot of conservative commentators, and even those who have been critical of the
ACA, have started to see how ill-advised the current Republican plan is. Taking away health
coverage from people who may never have had it in their lives — and taking away the health and
financial security that comes with it — is not who we are as a country. And this is not just about
the 20 million Americans who may lose life-saving coverage provided by the ACA. It is also the
260 million Americans with pre-ACA coverage who may pay more for worse benefits than
before. It is doctors and nurses who may no longer be paid to care for a patient after a
hospitalization or in a coordinated way. And, it is hospital workers that may be laid off if
uncompensated care surges. Taking all that away will be much harder than providing it in the
first place. Unlike their previous votes to repeal the ACA, this one will have real consequences
for Republicans. They will have to own their actions and — like I did for the past six years — own
the health care system, warts and all.

Q: What do you view as the top concerns with the Congressional Republicans’ “repeal and
delay” strategy?



I know that Republicans say they will use the two or three years of a “repeal and delay™ bill to
develop something better than the ACA and that no one will be hurt during that transition
period. But let’s talk about what will really happen on the Congressional Republicans’
irresponsible path. Repeal and delay will put the health care system and millions of hard-
working Americans on the edge of a cliff. This will result in uncertainty that will drive up health
care costs, drag down the economy, and bring back the worst practices of providers and insurers
of avoiding patients who need care the most.

And we know how unlikely it is that there will be a second vote to replace what has been taken
away. In fact, the most likely reason why Republicans are pursuing this strategy is precisely
because after six years of promises, they are still no closer to having a serious replacement
plan. Health reform is hard. These are complex issues. Undoing some of the ACA may undo
all of it.

The stakes could not be higher — not just for the 20 million people who have gained coverage but
for every American, and for our economy.

Q: What role will you play in defending the ACA after you are out of office? Is this
something you think you will devote significant time to? If not, why not?

As I've always said, while I plan to give the President-elect a wide berth, the same as President

Bush did with me, I will preserve my ability to weigh in if I think policies are being enacted that
go against who we are as Americans.
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ACA REFERENCE FACTS

After nearly 100 years of talk, and decades of trying, we finally made affordable, quality health
care for all a reality for America. In more than six years since the Affordable Care Act was
passed, here is where we stand and what is at risk if Republicans take us backwards and repeal
the ACA.

Expanded and Improved Insurance Coverage

Topline Points

¢ 20 million more adults have health insurance thanks to the ACA. On top of that, more than 3
million additional children have health insurance than in 2008, thanks in large part to the
ACA and other actions taken by this Administration. The nation’s uninsured rate now stands
at its lowest level ever.

e As many as half of non-elderly Americans—133 million people—have some type of pre-
existing health condition, including as many as 17 million children. They are now protected
from coverage denials, higher premiums, and reduced benefits, practices that were routine
before the law’s enactment.

e 105 million Americans, including 39.5 million women and nearly 28 million children, are
benefiting from the elimination of lifetime limits on insurance coverage. Insurers are also
now prohibited from placing annual limits on insurance coverage and must cap enrollees’
annual out-of-pocket spending. These protections did not exist before the ACA.

e 137 million Americans now have a right to coverage of critical preventive services with no
out-of-pocket costs, like flu shots, yearly check-ups for women, and birth control. These
benefits were not guaranteed before the ACA.

e The share of Americans forgoing health care due to cost has fallen by more than one-third
since 2010. A range of other evidence shows that recent improvements in insurance coverage
are also improving financial security and health.

Additional Points

e Medicaid expansion: The 31 States and the District of Columbia that have expanded their
Medicaid programs to more low-income adults have seen particularly rapid progress in
expanding coverage. If the remaining states expand Medicaid, over 4 million more uninsured
people would gain coverage.

e Marketplace: More than 10 million people have health insurance coverage through the Health
Insurance Marketplace. 84 percent of Marketplace enrollees are receiving financial assistance
that makes their monthly premiums affordable.

¢  Young adults: 6.1 million young Americans gained coverage thanks to the ACA. Of these
2.3 million have coverage because they now have the option to stay covered on their parents’
plans until they turn 26 — a benefit that did not exist before the law.

e Part D “donut hole”: More than 11 million Medicare beneficiaries have saved an average of
more than $2,100 per beneficiary on prescription drugs (over $23.5 billion in total) since the
ACA became law due to the phase out of the “donut hole.”
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Mental health and substance use: The ACA created the largest expansion of mental health
and substance use disorder coverage in a generation. [t expanded mental health and
substance use disorder benefits and parity protections to more than 60 million people.
Uncompensated care: Hospitals delivered an estimated $10.4 billion less in uncompensated
care in 2015 than if uncompensated care had remained at its 2013 level.

Lower Costs and Better Quality Care

Topline Points

Health care prices have risen at the lowest rate in 50 years since the ACA became law.

The average premium for a family with job-based coverage is nearly $3,600 lower in 2016
than if premium growth since 2010 had matched the decade before the ACA. Adding in out-
of-pocket costs brings these savings to $4,400.

The typical Medicare beneficiary with traditional Medicare will incur around $700 less in
premiums and cost sharing in 2016 than if Medicare spending had matched projections
issued in 2009, even before counting out-of-pocket savings on prescription drugs.

The ACA provides incentives to medical providers to improve quality of care. The rate of
hospital-acquired conditions like infections has fallen 21 percent since 2010, saving 125,000
lives and nearly $28 billion in health care costs.

The ACA has greatly improved the nation’s fiscal outlook, reducing deficits by more than $3
trillion over the next two decades. The ACA and broader trends in the health care system
have added 11 years to the life of the Medicare Trust Fund since 2009.

The country as a whole is now on track to spend $2.6 trillion less on health care than was
projected without the ACA back in 2010, despite dramatically higher insurance coverage.

Additional Points

Alternative Payment Models: More than 30 percent of Medicare payments now flow through
alternative payment models that reward the delivery of efficient, high-quality care, rather
than just a high quantity of care.

Medicare Advantage: Medicare Advantage plans are paid more accurately and are required to
spend at least 85 percent of Medicare revenue on patient care, while enrollment has grown by
over 60 percent and average premiums have dropped by 13 percent since passage of the
ACA.
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