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TO: Senior Staff

FROM: Margaret Olmos & Research Department

CC: Evan Ryan, Elizabeth Oxhorn, Brian Bond, Buffy Wicks, Jenny Yeager,
Abigail Witt

DATE: July 24, 2009

RE: Weekly Economic Recovery Success Stories Report

Job creation, transportation safety, and smart-grid technology were significant themes in
this week’s Recovery Act stories.

Airports in Virginia and North Carolina received ARRA funds for runway repairs and
upgrades. Secretary LaHood announced that Georgia will receive $7.8 million for
transportation infrastructure improvements, primarily on Atlanta’s railway system.
Amtrak unveiled the first of 81 passenger cars to be rehabilitated in its ARRA-funded
improvement program. émtrak has hired more than 400 employees at various locations
to work on this project) f,,,&«&am Rreevat Co

This week also saw the Department of Energy release eight ARRA-funded grants to
institutions that will further smart-grid demonstration projects in Massachusetts,
Colorado, Hawaii, California, Nevada, lllinois and New York.

In addition, there were additional reports this week of ARRA grants enabling law
enforcement agencies to make new hires.

A comprehensive 560+ page document with stories dating back to the signing of the
Recovery Act can be provided.

» The Raleigh-Durham International Airport Allocated FAA
Recovery Act Funds To Rehabilitate Runway Lighting. “That Raleigh-
Durham International Airport will receive $1.38 million under the recently
enacted American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), U.S.
Transportation Secretary LaHood said Tuesday. ‘The Recovery Act was
put in place quickly to rescue the economy from the worst recession since
the Great Depression and rebuild it for a stronger future,” said Secretary
LaHood. ‘Through the Recovery Act, we are creating jobs in Raleigh and
Durham and across the country while investing in the long-term safety and
economic vitality of our airports.’ The Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) will provide $1.38 million to the Raleigh Durham Airport Authority for
the Raleigh-Durham International Airport to rehabilitate runway lighting on
runways 5L/23R. The FAA is moving swiftly to work with airport sponsors
to ensure that eligible projects have completed or nearly completed,
design and planning requirements. Under the ARRA, the FAA received
$1.1 billion to provide discretionary grants to qualified airports. That



funding has been allocated based on a project priority system that
addresses airport safety and security, infrastructure, runway safety,
increased capacity, and mitigation of environmental impacts.” [Press
Release — Dept. of Transportation, 7/21/09]

> Stimulus Funds Will Allow The Franklin Municipal-John
Beverly Rose Airport To Undertake Its First Runway Repairs Since
The 1980s. “Franklin Municipal-John Beverly Rose Airport’s aging runway
is being rehabilitated at no cost to the city. ‘It was to a point where it was
needed,’ said Jimmy Gray, the airport's manager. He said that the runway
hadn’t been rehabilitated since the early 1980s. ‘It was already in our
Capital Improvement Plan, but since we got the stimulus money, the city
doesn't have to pay.’ The $2.2 million project, which started on May 18, is
being done solely with federal funds from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009. ‘It's a 110-day project,’ Gray said. ‘So far, we're
ahead of schedule.” [Tidewater News, 7/22/09]

Secretary Of Transportation LaHood Announced That Georgia Would
- Receive ARRA Resources For Public Transit, Predominantly For
Atlanta Rail. “Georgia will receive $7.8 million in federal stimulus money
for transit improvements, mostly for Atlanta's rail system. Transportation
Secretary Ray LaHood said Friday that MARTA will get $7.4 million for
upgrade and replacement of the fire protection system for rail stations,
lines, and facilities. Funding will also be used to support engineering,
design of the models for each facility, and initial implementation. Henry
County is to receive $427,674 for two 30-foot, 16-passenger, wheelchair-
equipped buses and one 15-passenger van. Funds will also be used to
update communications equipment, software, security radios and
cameras, and for preventive maintenance. The money is part of $3.5
billion in Recovery Act funds for transit improvements nationwide.”
[Associated Press, 7/18/09]

> Amtrak Announced The Creation Of Over 350 Jobs Due To
ARRA Funds; 60 Cars Will Be Rehabilitated. “Today, Amtrak unveiled
the first of 81 passenger rail cars to be removed from storage, restored to
good condition, and returned to service as part of a program to add
seating capacity to trains across its national system using funds provided
by the’American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), said Amtrak
President and CEO Joseph Boardman. ‘The real story today is about
people — the Amtrak passengers who will ride in these rehabilitated cars
and the workers who are doing a great job bringing them back to life,’
Boardman said, noting that the additional seating capacity on its trains will
help connect families, further business relationships, and position Amtrak
for expected future growth in ridership. The first car completed under this
program is one of 60 Amfleet passenger rail cars to be rehabilitated at the
Amtrak maintenance facility in Bear, Del., using $58.5 million in ARRA
funds. Funding from ARRA also is supporting similar work at the Amtrak



maintenance facility in Beech Grove, Ind., including $19.3 million to
restore and return to service 20 Superliner cars and one Viewliner car,
plus $13 million for 15 P-40 locomotives. To perform all of this work,
Amtrak has hired 55 employees at the Delaware facility and 108 at the
Indiana location. In addition, Amtrak has added more than 200 other jobs
to work on numerous other ARRA funded projects across its system.”
[Press Release — Amtrak, 7/23/09]

» Congressman Abercrombie Announced University of Hawaii’'s
Receipt Of Stimulus Allocation For Hawaii Natural Energy Institute
For Smart Grid Work. “The Hawaii Natural Energy Institute at the
University of Hawaii will receive one of eight national grants to help
demonstrate and promote the use of smart grid technology. Smart grids
refer to electrical grids that allow for the more efficient delivery of electric
power through the use of computers and other technology to manage
electrical loads. They try to avoid huge peaks in power usage and allow
electrical power generated from solar, wind and other renewable sources
into a system. Hawaii Rep. Neil Abercrombie said Monday that the
institute will receive $5 million from the U.S. Department of Energy. The
eight grants are funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, the economic stimulus legislation passed by Congress in February.”

[Maui News, 7/21/09]

» A Recovery Act Grant Will Allow The Parkersburg Police
Department To Hire Two New Police Officers. “The Parkersburg Police
Department received a grant that is allowing them to put two more police
officers on the force. The grant is the Recovery Act Justice Assistance
Grant from West Virginia Division of Criminal Justice Services. The grant
pays the salary of two berts said applying for grants and getting them are
so important to the community and the department. ‘This in turn gets their
salaries paid for. The department will actually now have those two funded
positions that have been unfunded for a while.” [WTAP-TV, 7/23/09]

» ARRA Funds Will Pay for New Hire in Sheriff's Department And
Equipment To Alleviate DNA Processing Backlog. “A backlog of DNA
samples at the Sheriff's Office that could help solve crimes will finally get
looked at due to extra help being hired, paid for with federal stimulus
funds. A $108,000 grant will help pay for an additional person at the San
Mateo crime lab to run tests on some of the 80 cases that need DNA, or
forensic biology — any bodily fluid recovered at a crime scene —
examined, according to Jim Granucci, the lab’s director. The order of the
cases depends on the urgency and trial date. Examining evidence takes
time — much longer than the amount shown on TV shows such as CBS's
‘CSI,” Granucci said. ‘'You can’t do DNA analysis in 40 minutes,’ he said
with a laugh. The entire lab is staffed with 33 people, seven of which work
specifically with DNA, Granucci said.” [San Francisco Examiner, 7/19/09]




To: Rahm Emanuel

From: Valerie Jarrett

Re: IGA/OPE/UA Weekly Report
Date: July 17" 2009

To follow are reports from Cecilia Munoz, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs, and Tina Tchen,
Director of Public Engagement.
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ORAL Statement of
Dr. John P. Holdren
before the Committee on Agriculture
United States Senate
Washington, D. C.
July 22,2009

Chairman Harkin, Ranking Member Chambliss, members of the Committee: I very much
appreciate the opportunity to testify at this important hearing. My written statement for the
record and my brief oral one here focus on the scientific aspects of the relation between global
climate change, on the one hand, and agriculture and forestry, on the other.

That relation is a multifaceted one. Farming and forestry practices are significant sources
of the emissions that are driving global climate change, as well as points of particular vulner-
ability where climate change imperils human well-being by reducing the productivity of the land.
With appropriate management, on the other hand, farms and forests can become the locus of
increased carbon storage that draws down the atmospheric load of CO,, as well as serving as
sources of renewable, low-carbon biofuels.

Although it’s the case today that climate change has benefitted farms and forests in some
places while harming them in others, and this mixed pattern may persist for some years more,
there can be little doubt that the larger temperature increases expected by 2030 and beyond on
a“business as usual” trajectory of global climate change would put substantial stresses on farms
and forests in most places. Such stresses can be alleviated to some extent by adaptation efforts
of a variety of kinds, of course, including development of heat-, drought, and pest-resistant crop
strains and more efficient water-management schemes for agriculture. We absolutely need to
make well focused and effective investments in such measures.

But adaptation becomes more difficult, more costly, and less effective the larger are the
changes in climate to which one is trying to adapt. The need to restrain climate change to a level
with which affordable adaptation measures can plausibly cope is what has led so many analysts
of this problem to conclude that every effort should be made to avoid exceeding a global average
temperature increase of 3.6 degrees F (2°C) above the pre-industrial level. Looking at the
numbers on what will be required to achieve that goal makes clear that the agriculture and forest
sectors simply must be part of the program: we will need the reductions in emissions that can be
had by reducing tropical deforestation and by modifying the agricultural practices that currently
account for significant methane and nitrous emissions; we’ll need the increases in absorption of
carbon dioxide that can be had from afforestation and reforestation and improved management of
agricultural soils; and we’ll need the contributions that expansion of sustainably produced
biofuels can make to reducing our dependence on CO,-emitting coal, oil, and natural gas.

All of these opportunities are sufficiently well understood scientifically to support
implementation of policies and activities to help us get from the farm and forest sectors the
contributions needed from them if the challenge is to be met. At the same time, continuing to
improve our scientific understanding of the relevant processes, including our capacity to measure



and monitor them quantitatively on local to regional scales, will be valuable for increasing
confidence that the performance specified in policy and international agreements is indeed being
achieved, for developing improved understanding of some of the currently less well researched
options in the agricultural and forest sectors for both mitigation and adaptation, and for refining
our policies in the decades ahead.

Achieving the high confidence that decision-makers and the public will want concerning
offsets and the reality of emissions reductions or uptake increases claimed for other initiatives in
the agriculture and forestry sectors will rely in substantial part on existing tools such as the
EPA’s National Greenhouse Gas Inventory, land-use data, carbon-cycle modeling, and the
project-based monitoring approaches that have been developed by EPA and USDA. Our current
observation networks for emissions and absorption of CO; and other heat-trapping gases are not
adequate for some of the kinds of monitoring that would be desirable, however, and a continuing
effort to strengthen the network of ground-based, air-based, ocean-based, and space-based
measurements of these fluxes is warranted.

The many approaches for deriving clean fuels from plant material differ in state of
technological development, efficiency of energy conversion, requirements for land and water and
other inputs such as fertilizers and pesticides, cost, net benefit in reducing greenhouse-gas
emissions when all inputs as well as influences on soil and vegetation where the material is
grown and elsewhere are taken into account, and other environmental and social impacts
(positive as well as negative). While much is known about these factors, the technologies are
evolving and so is our understanding of their full range of characteristics. 1believe we know
enough to define appropriate metrics to help with choosing options and with regulation, but we
will get better at it as our scientific understanding of the details improves. '

Continuing to strengthen the scientific foundation for policies and strategies in this
domain going forward will bring significant rewards in terms of our confidence in the
performance of the approaches that are put in place, the ability to improve those approaches over
time, and the capacity to develop additional options for farm- and forest-based climate-change
mitigation and adaptation for the future. OSTP is energetically engaged -- together with the full
range of relevant cabinet departments, other federal agencies, and White House offices, and with
our partners in the wider research community and the Congress —in ensuring that this happens.
My colleagues in the White House and I look forward to working with this Committee and the
rest of the Congress to this end.

Thank you for your attention. I will be pleased to try to answer your questions.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington
July 24, 2009
MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF
FROM: BRIAN MOSTELLER

SUBJECT:  Weekly Oval Office Operations Report, July 16 — July 24, 2009

The office of Oval Office Operations activity for the week is outlined below.
e Katie Johnson handled standard operations this week.
e Reggie handled standard operations including domcstic travel Thursday.
e Other Oval Office Operations highlights include;

o “Successful” Camp David retreat on Saturday.

o Ambassadors’ credentialing ceremony on Monday — cross organization with
other departments.

o Primetime press conference and implementation of new teleprompter set-up
following rehearsal with POTUS |

o P.M. Maliki visit

o Minor redecorating and mechanical maintenance of Oval, President’s Private
Study and Dining Room

o Conversations have begun with respect to White House Holiday cards.

o Ongoing work with Gifts Unit and Counsel’s Office to monitor extensive gifts
donated to the POTUS. Parallel efforts to ensure POTUS has ample stock of
items for visiting guests & officials and creation of new items.

o NOTE: Awaiting resolution DoS Office of Protocol, Cabinet Affairs and
Sean Sweeney of your office in review of official US “Order of Precedence”.

Thank you,

Brian
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