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MICHELLE AND I ARE DEEPLY SADDENED BY THE LOSS 
OF YOUR HUSBAND, SEAN, AND WE EXTEND OUR 
HEARTFELT SYMPATHIES. (SEAN SMITH) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, 2012 

Mrs. Heather Smith 
U.S. Embassy The Hague 
The Netherlands 

Dear Heather: 

Michelle and I are deeply saddened by the loss of your husband, Sean, and 
we extend our heartfelt sympathies. At this difficult hour, we join countless 
Americans, Libyans, and people around the world in mourning his passing and in 
keeping you, Samantha, and Nathan in our thoughts and prayers. 

Time and again, Sean answered his country's call to serve, and his 
sacrifice will never be forgotten. I hope you take great pride in his selfless 
devotion to protecting the freedom, dignity, and hope that our Flag represents. 

The remarkable legacy your husband leaves behind will live forever in the 
hearts of those he loved, and in the enduring strength of the country he served. 
With Sean's example to guide us, we will carry forward his work of making our 
country stronger, our citizens safer, and the world a better and more hopeful place 
for all our children. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20502 

FIRST CLM 
DO NOT BEI 

Mrs. Heather Smith 
c/o Executive Office, Box 1 
Unit 5770 
DPO AE 09715 



September 28, 2012 

Mrs. Heather Smith 
U.S. Embassy The Hague 
The Netherlands 

Dear Heather: 

Michelle and I are deeply saddened by the loss of your husband, Sean, and 
we extend our heartfelt sympathies. At this difficult hour, we join countless 
Americans, Libyans, and people around the world in mourning his passing and in 
keeping you, Samantha, and Nathan in our thoughts and prayers. 

Time and again, Sean answered his country's call to serve, and his 
sacrifice will never be forgotten. I hope you take great pride in his selfless 
devotion to protecting the freedom, dignity, and hope that our Flag represents. 

The remarkable legacy your husband leaves behind will live forever in the 
hearts of those he loved, and in the enduring strength of the country he served. 
With Sean's example to guide us, we will carry forward his work of making our 
country stronger, our citizens safer, and the world a better and more hopeful place 
for all our children. 

Sincerely, 
[POTUS HAND SIGN] 

BO/EO/FR!MC/JL/clh 
Condol Sean Smith Custom OneOff 

'---7 



White House Postal Unit 
Please dispatch the following via PRIORITY (with) TRACKING:

• Mrs. Heather Smith 

7012 1010 0001 3544 0137 

Copies of each tracking number can be sent to the 

attention of Reggie Young ORM Room 63/EEOB via 

Pelican, Email or Inter-Office mail. 

Thanks, 

Reggie Young 

ORM/63-EEOB 

6-7223 

ryoungjr@who.eop.gov 



September 27, 21 2 

Mrs. Heather Smith 
U.S. Embassy The Hague 
The Netherlands 

Dear Heather: 

Michelle and I are deeply saddened by the loss of your husband, Sean, and 
we extend our heartfelt sympat' ies. At this difficult hour, we join countless 
Americans, Libyans, and peo , e around the world in mourning his passing and in 
keeping you, Samantha, an. athan in our thoughts and prayers. 

Time and again, : ean answered his country's call to serve, and his 
sacrifice will never be forgotten. I hope you take great pride in his selfless 
devotion to protecting e freedom, dignity, and hope that our Flag represents. 

The remarka le legacy your husband leaves behind will live forever in the 
hearts of those he 1 ' ved, and in the enduring strength of the country he served. 
With Sean's exa .le to guide us, we will carry forward his work of making our 
country stronger our citizens safer, and the world a better and more hopeful place 
for all our chil • en. 

Sincerely, 
[POTUS HAND SIGN] 

BO/EO/FR/MC/JL/clh 
Condol Sean Smith Custom OneOff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 27, 2012 

Mrs. Heather Smith 
U.S. Embassy The Hague 
The Netherlands 

Dear Heather: 

Michelle and I are deeply sadde ed by the loss of your husband, Sean, and 
we extend our heartfelt sympathies. A this difficult hour, we join countless 
Americans, Libyans, and people arou d the world in mourning his passing and in 
keeping you, Samantha, and Nathan ' our thoughts and prayers. 

Time and again, Sean ans ered his country's call to serve, and his 
sacrifice will never be forgotten. hope you take great pride in his selfless 
devotion to protecting the freed%m, dignity, and hope that our Flag represents. 

The remarkable legac your husband leaves behind will live forever in the 
hearts of those he loved, an. in the enduring strength of the country he served. 
With Sean's example to g 'de us, we will carry forward his work of making our 
country stronger, our citi - ns safer, and the world a better and more hopeful place 
for all our children. 

Sincerely, 
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Case, Michael 

From: Reeves, Fiona O. 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 7:13 PM 
To: Tedmon, Dirk 
Cc: Lillie, Jordan; Case, Michael 
Subject: FW: NSS CLEARED: Pkg. 4549- Benghazi Attack Condolences 

Categories: Fiona 

I think this means we're good to reprint that one and drop off tonight! 

From: Brooks, Maren 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 7:12 PM 
To: Lillie, Jordan; Wright, Brisha A. 
Cc: Boyd, Valerie S.; Adams-Smith, Kelly; Tedmon, Dirk; Reeves, Fiona O. 
Subject: RE: NSS CLEARED: Pkg. 4549- Benghazi Attack Condolences 

Our recommendation is a slight amendment to what you proposed: 

U.S. Embassy The Hague 
The Netherlands 

Thanks and sorry for the delay. 

From: Lillie, Jordan 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 7:10 PM 
To: Brooks, Maren; Wright, Brisha A. 
Cc: Boyd, Valerie S.; Adams-Smith, Kelly; Tedmon, Dirk; Reeves, Fiona O. 
Subject: RE: NSS CLEARED: Pkg. 4549- Benghazi Attack Condolences 

Adding Dirk and Fiona for awareness when you receive this confirmation. Thanks! 

From: Brooks, Maren 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 5:11 PM 
To: Lillie, Jordan; Wright, Brisha A. 
Cc: Boyd, Valerie S.; Adams-Smith, Kelly 
Subject: RE: NSS CLEARED: Pkg. 4549- Benghazi Attack Condolences 

I'm checking on this Jordan. I think what you propose will be fine, but should have an answer shortly. 

From: Lillie, Jordan 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 4:39 PM 
To: Wright, Brisha A. 
Cc: Boyd, Valerie S.; Adams-Smith, Kelly; Brooks, Maren 
Subject: RE: NSS CLEARED: Pkg. 4549- Benghazi Attack Condolences 

Hi Brisha, 

Thank you so much again for your help with these letters. I'm sorry to bother you about the Smith address again, but we 
are wondering if it would be possible to simply use the city and country on the inside address block, as shown below: 

Mrs. Heather Smith 
The Hague 

1 



The Netherlands 

We will still use the DPO address on the outside envelope. Please let me know if the above could be an accurate way to 
simplify this. 

Thanks, 

Jordan 

From: Wright, Brisha A. 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:13 AM 
To: Lillie, Jordan; DL-WHO-Custom Letters; Olson, Elizabeth H.; Langner, Emily R. 
Cc: #WWD; #CROSS 
Subject: NSS CLEARED: Pkg. 4549- Benghazi Attack Condolences 
Importance: High 

NSS clears with edits on the Ambassador Stevens doc. 
If you would like a better address to use for the address block on Mrs. Smith's letter, you can use the following below. 

But the actual mailing address should be the DPO address currently on the letter. 

c/o Embassy of the United States of America 
Lange Voorhout 102 
2514 EJ The Hague. 

Thanks. 

From: Lillie, Jordan 
Sent: Wednesday, September 19, 2012 6:56 PM 
To: Brooks, Maren; Boyd, Valerie S.; Adams-Smith, Kelly 
Cc: DL-WHO-Custom Letters; Olson, Elizabeth H.; Langner, Emily R. 
Subject: For Review: Benghazi Attack Condolences 

Hello all, 

Attached are our preliminary drafts of the condolence letters for the four Americans killed in the attack in Benghazi, Libya. 

Please let us know if NSS has any edits or comments by 3pm tomorrow (Thursday, 9/20). Please note the question 
regarding the address block in the Smith letter document. 

Thank you for all your help gathering the information for these letters. 

Jordan 

Jordan Lillie 
Writer I Presidential Correspondence 
0:202.456.3219 c: 202.503.5874 
jlillieC~who.eop.gov 
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Hendricks, Catherine 

From: Lillie, Jordan 
Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2012 5:22 PM 
To: Hendricks, Catherine 
Subject: FW: NSS CLEARED: Pkg. 4549- Benghazi Attack Condolences 
Attachments: Condolence - Ambassador Stevens - 09192012.docx; Condolence - Sean Smith -

09192012.docx; Condolence - Glen Doherty - 09192012.docx; Condolence - Tyrone 
Woods - 09192012.docx 

Importance: High 

Jordan Lillie 
Writer I Presidential Correspondence 
o: 202.456.3219 I c: 202.503.5874 
jlillie(cr~who.eop gov 

From: Wright, Brisha A. 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:13 AM 
To: Lillie, Jordan; DL-WHO-Custom Letters; Olson, Elizabeth H.; Langner, Emily R. 
Cc: #WWD; #CROSS 
Subject: NSS CLEARED: Pkg. 4549- Benghazi Attack Condolences 
Importance: High 

NSS clears with edits on the Ambassador Stevens doc. 
If you would like a better address to use for the address block on Mrs. Smith's letter, you can use the following below. 

But the actual mailing address should be the DPO address currently on the letter 

c/o Embassy of the United States of America 
Lange Voorhout 102 
2514 EJ The Hague. 

Thanks. 

From: Lillie, Jordan 
Sent: Wednesday, September 19, 2012 6:56 PM 
To: Brooks, Maren; Boyd, Valerie S.; Adams-Smith, Kelly 
Cc: DL-WHO-Custom Letters; Olson, Elizabeth H.; Langner, Emily R. 
Subject: For Review: Benghazi Attack Condolences 

Hello all, 

Attached are our preliminary drafts of the condolence letters for the four Americans killed in the attack in Benghazi, Libya. 

Please let us know if NSS has any edits or comments by 3pm tomorrow (Thursday, 9/20). Please note the question 
regarding the address block in the Smith letter document. 

Thank you for all your help gathering the information for these letters. 

Jordan 

Jordan Lillie 
Writer I Presidential Correspondence 

1 



0:202.456.3219 c: 202.503.5874 
jliIIie(a)who.eop.gov
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Hendricks, Catherine 

From: Lillie, Jordan 
Sent: Thursday, September 13, 2012 1:23 PM 
To: Brooks, Maren 
Cc: Boyd, Valerie S.; Adams-Smith, Kelly; DL-WHO-Custom Letters 
Subject: FW: Sean Smith 

Hi Maren, 

We have received this request and will let you know if any questions arise. We will send the draft to NSS for review prior 
to printing this letter. 

Thanks, 

Jordan 

Jordan Lillie 
Writer I Presidential Correspondence 
o: 202.456.3219 I c: 202.503.5874 
jlillieCilwho.eop.qov 

Feed: Proclamations, Messages, and Custom Documents: Custom Letter to an Individual 
Posted on: Thursday, September 13, 2012 12:46 PM 
Author: Brooks, Maren 
Subject: Sean Smith 

Occasion for sending letter:: Condolence 
Event date, if applicable:: 9/11/2012 12:00 AM 
Deadline date and time: 9/20/2012 12:00 AM 
WH point of contact:: Maren Brooks, Valerie Boyd, Kelly Adams-Smith 

Commissioned Officer requesting:: Brian McKeon 
Prefix:: Mrs. 
Full name of recipient:: Heather Smith 
Salutation:: Dear Mrs. Smith 
Recipient mailing address:: 
c/o Executive Office, Box 1 
Unit5770
DPO AE 09715 
WH Office Requesting: NSS 
Please provide us with background on this request and its origin:: 
Sean Smith was killed during an attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya on September 11. He was a 

veteran Air Force officer and a 10-year State Department Information Officer stationed in The Hague. He was 

TDY in Libya to assist with the opening of an American Corner to build cultural ties between the U.S. and 

Libya. He is survived by his wife Heather, daughter Samantha (6) and son Nathan (5). The President spoke 

with Heather Smith on September 12 to offer condolences. A letter is also requested. 

Recommended talking points:: 
Should a photo be included in the envelope?: No 

1 
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PRIVATE CITIZENS 
Addressee Address Salutation 
Individual Mr.*/Miss/Ms.**/Mrs. ... ... Dear Mr./Miss/Ms./Mrs. ... 
More than one signer 

Mary Allen and Jane Smith 
Ms. Mary Allen 
Ms. Jane Smith 
(Address) 

Dear Ms. Allen and Ms. 
Smith: 

More than one signer 
John Jones 
Ray Smith 
Jack Ryan 
Bob Hart 

Mr. John Jones 
(Address) 
(Include others in body of letter) 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

More than one signer 
John Smith 
Jack Young 
(when small town and 2 
signatures with no street 
address, send two replies.) 

Mr. John Smith 
(Address) 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

Members of an organization 
(No names given) 

Members of (organization name) 
(Address) 

Dear Friends: 

Members of an organization 
(c/o Mrs. John Allen) 
(Members to be brought into 
the body of the letter) 

Mrs. John Allen 
(Organization Name) 
(Address) 

Dear Mrs. Allen: 

Physician, Surgeon, Osteopath, 
Chiropractor, etc. 

, M.D. (or D.D.S., etc.) 
(Address) 

Dear Dr. . .. : 

Ph.D., Ed.D., etc.*** Dr. ... ... 
(Address) 

Dear Dr. ...: 

Registered Nurse Mr. ... .. . 
(Address) 

Dear Mr. ...: 

Lawyer*** Mr. ... . . . 
(Address) 

Dear Mr. ... : 

Coach Mr. ... ... 
(Address) 

Dear Coach.

Citizen living abroad or foreign 
citizen**** 

Mr. ... ... 
(Street Address) 
(City) (Zip) 
(Country) 

Dear Mr. . ..: 

* Use no title when it is not known from the given name whether the addressee is a man or a woman. 
** Use the title Ms. when a woman's marital status is unknown and when she indicates preference for Ms. Exception: 
Elderly ladies of unknown marital status should be addressed as "Ms." unless a preference for "Miss" is indicated. 
*** Individuals with a J.D. are not called Dr. 
""" Foreign addresses vary by country. Direct questions regarding correspondence to citizens living abroad or foreign 
citizens to the Executive Clerk's Office of Presidential Support, 456-2304. You may also want to refer to the contact 
addresses provided on the American Embassy and Consulate websites for a specific country, listed at usembassy.state.gov. 
NOTE: When a street address and a post office box number are both given, the post office box number only should be used. 

June 2009 



9/25/7.2 San Diegan slain in Libya attack 'lived to serve' UTSanDiego.com 
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San Diegan slain in Libya attack `lived to serve' 

State Department employee killed in Libya was San Diego native who loved 
computers 

By Nathan Max 

Monday, September 17, 2012 

Sean Patrick Smith's life revolved around computers. 

It didn't matter if he was on the clock, working with the State Department, or off the clock, participating as an 

online gamer. Smith, 34, who died last week in the attack on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya, was almost 

always on a computer, his mother said Monday. 

"He loved computers," said Patricia Smith, 72. "Computers were a part of him. You couldn't have one without 

the other." 

As a San Diego native, Sean Smith grew up in Clairemont, raised by a single mother, and enlisted in the Air 

Force immediately after graduating from Mission Bay High School in 1995, his mother said from the family 

home. He served in the Air Force for six years. 

"Sean Smith, it seems, lived to serve, first in the Air Force, then, with you at the State Department," President 

Barack Obama said last week during the transfer-of-remains ceremony at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland. "He 

www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/sep/17/attack-victim-lived-to-serve/?print&page=all 1/2 



9/25/12 San Diegan slain in Libya attack lived to serve' UTSanDiego.com 

knew the perils of this calling. .. . And there, in Benghazi, far from home . . . he laid down his life in service to us 

all" 

Smith was an only child and resided in The Hague, Netherlands, with his wife, Heather, and children Samantha, 

7, and Nathan, 6. 

Smith was one of four people killed in the attack in Benghazi, which took place in response to a low-budget anti-

Islamic film produced in the United States, and one of three with ties to the San Diego region. Former Navy 

SEALS Glen Doherty, 42, of Encinitas and Tyrone Woods, 41, of Imperial Beach were also killed, along with 

U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens. 

"I am enormously proud of the men and women of the State Depaitinent," Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 

said. "I'm proud of all those across our government, civilian and military alike, who represent America abroad. 

They help make the United States the greatest force for peace, progress and human dignity the world has ever 

known. 

"If the last few days teach us anything, let it be this: That this work and the men and women who risk their lives 

to do it are at the heart of what makes America great and good." 

Smith's official title with the State Depar triient was "information officer," but his mother said his work was 

classified. She doesn't know why he was in Libya. 

If asked, his mother said, he would joke: "If I told you anything, I'd have to shoot you," said Patricia Smith, who 

had visited her son in South Africa, Montreal and the Netherlands since he left the Air Force. 

"I never asked anything, and he never told me anything." 

Outside the office, Sean Smith was an avid gamer and excelled at the multiplayer game EVE Online, where he 

was known as "Vile Rat." His personal email address was vilerat@gmail.com, his mother said, much to the 

consternation of State Department officials, who she said had asked him to change it. 

"He would get a big grin on his face every time he would give that email to a general," Patricia Smith said. 

After his death, a Facebook tribute page was created, RIP Sean "Vile Rat" Smith, which has more than 1,500 

followers. 

As the attack in Libya was unfolding, Sean Smith was online and briefly sent out a message before disconnecting, 

according to his mother and multiple media reports. 

"He's my only child," Patricia Smith said. "He turned out to be a perfect kid." 

© Copyright 2012 The San Diego Union-Tribune, LLC. An MUM LLC Company. All rights reserved. 

www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/sep/17/attack-victim-lived-to-serve/?print&page=all 2/2 



~, W f22is Foreign Service Information Management Officer Sean Smith Wife (PHOTOS) 

Heather Smith is Foreign Service Information Management 
Officer Sean Smith' Wife (PHOTOS) 
Benghazi : Libya Sep 12, 2012 at 3:04 
PM PDT 
By Mivall 

fandaily.info September 12, 2012 By Miva Leave a Comment September 12, 2012 By Miva Leave a Comment Protesters in Libya attack 
the US embassy in Benghazi during a protest over the film  by American producer Sam Bacile "Innocence of Muslims" that ridicules Islam 
prophet Muhammad, so far three Americans were confirmed to be dead among those is US Ambassador John Christopher Stevens and 
Foreign Service Information Management Officer Sean Smith who is survived by his beloved wife Heather Smith and their two young 
children.52-year-old Ambassador Chris Stevens was killed in the country he loved and helped for many years, apparently he and other 
men, some media suggest Libyan officials told protesters where the American were hiding and they attack the building, Ambassador 
Stevens, two unidentified Marines and Officer Sean Smith died by home inhalation; other sources claimed the car they were escaping in 
was struck by a rocket propelled grenade. A Libyan doctor said the Ambassador who was the only American taken to the hospital died of 
severe asphyxia due to smoke inhalation, this caused bleeding in the stomach, but had no other injuries.Ambassador Chris Stevens who 
is believe not to be married or had any children is survived by his parents in North Carolina. Foreign Service Information Management 
Officer, Sean Smith like Ambassador Stevens was one of the finest American men serving in Libya.Air Force veteran Sean Smith joined 
the department in 2001, before that he arrived in Benghazi he served as an informant in Hague, Pretoria, Montreal and Baghdad. He was 
the beloved husband of his loving wife Heather Dye Smith from Herndon, Virginia to Eugene and Kaye Dye. Heather and Sean are the 
caring parents of their children Samantha and Nathan.Foreign Service Information Management Officer Sean Smith born in June 1st, 
1978 was also well known in the gamer community known by his alias "Vile Rat", "Vilerat" and "Viletat" he was an important participant in 
the gaming community and most notoriously in the Sci-Fi multiplayer video game with Eve Online guild Goonswarm, he was also a 
moderator in the e-community Something Awful.Need a little help here, confirm this info.Sean's wife Heather Eugenia Smith born on May 
2nd, 1974, lived in Roswell, GA graduated from Roswell High in 1992, she later lived in Dulles, VA, Canton, GA. Her sister is Melissa.You 
can find Sean Smith on Facebook hereOur thoughts and Prayers go out to Heather her children, other members of her family, friends 
during this sad time. Jason Luis Rivera the 40-year-old man arrested after he was caught trespassing and hanging out withMeet Julia 
Munoz Huaman she is the woman from Peru that cut off the penis of her partner RamonA sad story was reported yesterday when Japan's 
war veteran reporter Mika Yamamoto was shot andThe Costa Concordia cruise ship ran aground last week, 11 people died more than 20 
are still missingAnother crazy man went on a shooting spree killing several innocent people at Texas A&M 

Mivall is based in San Salvador, San Salvador, El Salvador, and is a Stringer for Allvoices. 
Report Credibility 

READ MORE: Viletat, Sean Smith, foreign service information management officer Sean Smith, Sean Smith wife, Heather Smith 
More News From: Benghazi : Libya

Use of this site is governed by our Terms of Use Agreement and Privacy Policy. 

© Allvoices, Inc 2008-2012. All rights reserved. 
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Hendricks, Catherine 

From: Kimball, Emilie A. 
Sent: Tuesday, September 18, 2012 9:07 AM 
To: Lillie, Jordan 
Subject: FW: Confirmation of Military status for Benghazi attack condolence letters 

Here you go! 

I just called Brent to make sure I understood correctly as well. Tyrone S. Woods can be referred to with his rank — SCPO 
Tyrone S. Woods, USN (Ret) and "Dear Senior Chief Woods" 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

From: Sowders, Brent R. MSgt USMC WHMO/HQ jmailto:Brent.Sowders@whmo.milj
Sent: Tuesday, September 18, 2012 8:59 AM 
To: Kimball, Emilie A. 
Subject: RE: Confirmation of Military status for Benghazi attack condolence letters 

Good Morning Emilie, 
Please tell Jordan that I never received her email. 

and went into Foreign Service, Glen Doherty departed the Navy (did not retire, no rank retained) and went into Foreign 
Service and Tyrone S. Woods did retire from the Navy as a Senior Chief Petty Officer then went into Foreign Service. 

Sean Smith departed the Air Force (did not retire, no rank retained) 

Please let me know if you need anything else. Talk soon. 

R/S 
Brent 

From: Kimball, Emilie A. jmailto:Emilie A Kimball@who.eop.govj 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2012 5:54 PM 
To: Lillie, Jordan N.; Sowders, Brent R. MSgt USMC WHMO/HQ 
Cc: Sowders, Brent R. MSgt USMC WHMO/HQ 
Subject: RE: Confirmation of Military status for Benghazi attack condolence letters 

Forwarding - Thank you for your help here Brent, if possible! 

From: Lillie, Jordan 
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2012 5:52 PM 
To: Sowders, Brent R 
Cc: Kimball, Emilie A. 
Subject: Confirmation of Military status for Benghazi attack condolence letters 

Hi Brent, 

I'm writing to request confirmation of the military/veteran status for 3 of the Americans killed in the Embassy attack in 
Libya last week. 

The information I have from NSS on these individuals is as follows: 
• Glen Doherty — former Navy SEAL 
• Tyrone S. Woods — former Navy SEAL 

1 



• Sean Smith — veteran Air Force officer 

In order to draft condolence letters for these individuals, we need to know if they retained a rank so that we can refer to 
them appropriately (either with their rank or as civilians) in each condolence letter. 

Can your office please advise what is best here? Please let me know if you have any questions, and thank you for your 
help. 

Thanks, 

Jordan 

Jordan Lillie 
Writer I Presidential Correspondence 
o: 202.456.3219 I c: 202.503.5874 
jlillie Ca~who.eop.4ov 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT of STATE 

Remarks on the Deaths of American Personnel in 

Benghazi, Libya 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Secretary of State 

Treaty Room 

Washington, DC 

September 12, 2012 

Yesterday, our U.S. diplomatic post in Benghazt, Libya was 

attacked. Heavily armed militants assaulted the compound 

and set fire to our buildings. American and Libyan security 

personnel battled the attackers together. Four Americans 

were killed. They included Sean Smith, a Foreign Service 

information management officer, and our Am bassador to 

Libya Chris Stevens. We are still making next of kin 

notifications for the other two individuals. 

This is an attack that should shock the conscience of people 

of all faiths around the world. We condemn in the strongest 

terms this senseless act of violence, and we send our 

prayers to the families, friends, and colleagues of those 

we've lost. 

AJI over the world, everyday, America's diplomats and development experts risk their lives in the service of our country 

and our values, because they believe that the United States must be a force for peace and progress in the world, that 

these aspirations are worth striving and sacrificing for. Alongside our men and women in uniform, they represent the 

best traditions of a bold and generous nation. 

In the lobby of this building, the State Department, the names of those who have fallen in the line of dutyare inscribed in 

marble. Our hearts break over each one. And now, because of this tragedy, we have new heroes to honor and more 

friends to mourn. 

Chris Stevens fell in love with the Middle East as a young Peace Corps volunteer teaching English in Morocco. He 

joined the Foreign Service, learned languages, won friends for America in distant places, and made other people's 

hopes his own. 

In the early days of the Libyan revolution, tasked Chris to be our envoy to the rebel opposition. He arrived on a cargo 

ship in the port of Benghaa and began building our relationships with Libya's revolutionaries. He risked his life to stop 

a tyrant, then gave his life trying to help build a better Libya. The world needs more Chris Stevenses. I spoke with his 

sister, Mn, this morning, and told her that he will be remembered as a hero bymanynations. 

Sean Smith was an AJr Force veteran. He s pent 10 years as an information management officer in the State 

Department, he was posted at The Hague, and was in Libya on a brief temporary assignment He was a husband to 

his wife Heather, with whom 1 spoke this morning. He was a father to two young children, Samantha and Nathan. They 

will grow up being proud of the service their father gave to our country, service that took him from Pretoria to Baghdad, 

and finally to Benghazi. 

The mission that drew Chris and Sean and their colleagues to Libya is both noble and necessary, and we and the 

people of Libya honor their memory by carrying it forward. This is not easy. Today, m any Americans are asking —

indeed, tasked myself— how could this happen? How could this happen in a countrywe helped liberate, in a citywe 

helped save from destruction? This question reflects just how complicated and, at times, how confounding the world 

www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2012/09/197654.htm 1/2 



can be. 

But we must be clear-eyed, even in our grief. This was an attack bya small and savage group — not the people or 

Government of Libya. Everywhere Chris and his team went in Libya, in a countryscarred bywar and tyranny, they were 

hailed as friends and partners. And when the attack came yesterday, Libyans stood and fought to defend our post. 

Some were wounded. Libyans carried Chris' bodyto the hospital, and theyhelped rescue and lead otherAmericans to 

safety. Md last night, when I spoke with the President of Libya, he strongly condemned the violence and pledged every 

effort to protect our people and pursue those responsible. 

The friendship between our countries, borne out of shared struggle, will not be another casualty of this attack. Afree 

and stable Libya is still in America's interest and security, and we will not turn our back on that, nor will we rest until 

those responsible for these attacks are found and brought to justice. We are working closelywith the Libyan authorities 

to move swiftly and surely. We are also working with partners around the world to safeguard other American 

embassies, consulates, and citizens. 

There will be more time later to reflect, but today, we have work to do. There is no higher prioritythan protecting our men 

and women wherever they serve. We are working to determine the precise motivations and methods of those who 

carried out this assault. Some have sought tojustifythis vicious behavior, along with the protest that took place at our 

Embassy in Cairo yesterday, as a response to inflammatory material posted on the internet. America's corn mitmentto 

religious tolerance goes back to the very beginning of our nation. But let me be clear — there is no justification for this, 

none. Violence like this is no way to honor religion or faith. Md as long as there are those who would take innocent life 

in the name of God, the world will never know a true and lasting peace. 

It is especially difficult that this happened on September 11th It's an anniversary that means a great deal to all 

Americans. Every year on that day, we are reminded that our work is not yet finished, that the job of putting an end to 

violent extremism and building a safe and stable world continues. But September 11th means even more than that. It is 

a day on which we remember thousands of American heroes, the bonds that connect all Americans, wherever we are 

on this Earth, and the values that see us through everystorm. Md now it is a dayon which we will remember Sean, 

Chris, and their colleagues. 

May God bless them, and may God bless the thousands of Americans working in every corner of the world who make 

this country the greatest force for peace, prosperity, and progress, and a force that has always stood for human dignity —

the greatest force the world has ever known. Md may God continue to bless the United States of America. 

Thank you. 

PRN:2012/1423 
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Andrews Air Force Base 
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THE PRESIDENT: Scripture teaches us "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 

friends." Glen Doherty never shied from adventure. He believed that, in his life, he could make a difference --a 

calling he fulflled as a Navy SEAL. He served with distinction in Iraq and worked in Afghanistan. And there, in 

Benghaa, as he tended to others, he laid down his life, loyal as always, protecting his friends. Today, Glen is 

home. 

Tyrone Woods devoted 20 years of his life to the SEALS --the consummate "quiet professional." At the Salty Frog 

Bar, they might not have known, but "Rone" also served in Iraq and Afghanistan. And there, in Benghaa, he was 

far from Dorothyand Tyrone Jr., Hunter and little Kai. And he laid down his life, as he would have for them, 

protecting his friends. And today, Rone is home. 

Sean Smith, it seems, lived to serve --first, in the Air Force, then, with you at the State Department. He knew the 

perils of this calling from his time in Baghdad. And there, in Benghazi, far from home, he surely thought of 

Heather and Samantha and Nathan. And he laid down his life in service to us all. Today, Sean is home. 

Chris Stevens was everything America could want in an ambassador, as the whole country has come to see --

how he first went to the region as a young man in the Peace Corps, how during the revolution, he arrived in Libya 

on that cargo ship, how he believed in Libya and its people and how they loved him back. And there, in Benghaa, 

he laid down his life for his friends --Libyan and American --and for us all. Today, Chris is home. 

Four Americans, four patriots --theyloved this country and theychose to serve it, and served it well. They had a 

mission and they believed in it. They knew the danger and theyaccepted it. They didn't simplyembrace the 

American ideal, theylived it. Theyembodied it --the courage, the hope and, yes, the idealism, that fundamental 

American belief that we can leave this world a little better than before. That's who they were and that's who we 

are. And if we want to truly honor their memory, that's who we must always be. 

I know that this awful loss. the terrible images of recent days, the pictures we're seeing again today, have caused 

some to question this work. And there is no doubtthese are difficult days. In moments such as this --so much 

anger and violence --even the most hopeful among us must wonder. 

But amid all of the images of this week, I also think of the Libyans who took to the streets with homemade signs 

expressing their gratitude to an American who believed in what we could achieve together. I think of the man in 

Benghaa with his sign in English, a message he wanted all of us to hear that said, "Chris Stevens was a friend 

to all Libyans. Chris Stevens was a friend." 

That's the message these four patriots sent. That's the message that each of you sends everyday-- civilians, 

military --to people in everycornerofthe world, thatAmerica is a friend, and thatwe care notjustaboutourown 

country, not just about our own interests, but about theirs; that even as voices of suspicion and mistrust seek to 

divide countries and cultures from one another, the United States of America will never retreat from the world. We 

will never stop working for the dignity and freedom that every person deserves, whatever their creed, whatever 

their faith. 

That's the essence of American leadership. That's the spirit that sets us apart from other nations. This was their 

work in Benghazi, and this is the work we will carryon. 

To you-- their families and colleagues --to all Americans, know this: Their sacrifice will never be forgotten. We 

will bring to justice those who took them from us. We will stand fast against the violence on our diplomatic 
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missions. We will continue to do everything in our power to protect Americans serving overseas, whether that Google+ Linkedln 

means increasing security at our diplomatic posts, working with host countries, which have an obligation to 

provide security, and making it clear that justice will come to those who harm Americans. 

Most of all, even in our grief, we will be resolute. For we are Americans, and we hold our head high knowing that 

because of these patriots --because of you -- this country that we love will always shine as a light unto the world. 

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." 

The flag they served under now carries them home. May God bless the memoryof these men who laid down 

their lives for us all. May God watch over your families and all who loved them. And may God bless these United 

States of America. 

END 
2:55 P.M. EDT 
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Weekly Address: Carrying on the Work of Our Fallen 
Heroes 

This week in Libya, we lost four of our fellow Americans. Glen Doherty, Tyrone Woods, Sean Smith, and Chris 

Stevens were all killed in an outrageous attack on our diplomatic post in Benghazi. 

These four Americans represented the very best of our country. 

Glen and Tyrone had each served America as NavySEALs for many years, before continuing their serace 

prov ding securityfor our diplomats in Libya. They died as they lived their lives — defending their fellow Americans, 

and advancing the values that all of us hold dear. 

Sean also started his service in uniform, in the Air Force. He then spent years at the State Department, on several 

continents, always answering his countres call. And Ambassador Chris Stevens died a hero in two countries —

here in the United States, where he inspired those of us who knew him; and in Libya, a countrythat he helped to 

save, where he ultimately laid down his life. 

On Friday, I was able to tell their families how much the American people appreciated their service. Without 

people like them, America could not sustain the freedoms we enjoy, the securitywe demand, and the leadership 

that the entire world counts on. 

As we mourn their loss, we must also send a clear and resolute message to the world: those who attack our 

people will find no escape from justice. We will not waver in their pursuit. And we will never allow anyone to 

shake the resole of the United States of America. 

This tragic attack takes place at a time of turmoil and protest in many different countries. I have made it clear that 

the United States has a profound respect for people of all faiths. We stand for religious freedom. And we reject 

the denigration of any religion — including Islam. 

Yet there is never any justification for v olence. There is no religion that condones the targeting of innocent men 

and women. There is no excuse for attacks on our Embassies and Consulates. And so long as lam 

Commander-in-Chief, the United States will never tolerate efforts to harm our fellow Americans. 

Right now, we are doing whatever we can to protect Americans who are serving abroad. We are in contact with 

governments around the globe, to strengthen our cooperation, and underscore that every nation has a 

responsibility to help us protect our people. We have moved forward with an effort to see that justice is done for 

those we lost, and we will not rest until that work is done. 

Nast of all, we must reaffirm that we will carryon the work of our fallen heroes. 

I know the images on our televisions are disturbing. But let us never forget that for every angry mob, there are 

millions who yearn for the freedom, and dignity, and hope that our flag represents. That is the cause of America —

the ideals that took root in our founding; the opportunitythat drew so manyto our shores; and the awesome 

progress that we have promoted all across the globe. 

We are Americans. We know that our spirit cannot be broken, and the foundation of our leadership cannot be 

shaken. That is the legacy of the four Americans we lost— men who will live on in the hearts of those they loved, 

and the strength of the country they served. 

So with their memory to guide us, we will carryforward the work of making our country stronger, our citizens safer, 

and the world a better and more hopeful place. Thank you. 

www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/09/15/weekly-address-carrying-work-our-fallen-heroes 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, 2012 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: ELIZABETH H. OLSON 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
DIRECTOR OF PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

FROM: FIONA O. REEVES 
PRINCIPAL DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

SUBJECT: CONDOLENCE LETTERS FOR FAMILY MEMBERS OF VICTIMS OF THE 
EMBASSY ATTACK IN BENGHAZI, LIBYA 

The attached condolence letters are for family members of the four Americans killed in the 
attack on the United States diplomatic post in Benghazi, Libya, on September 11, 2012. 

Ambassador John Christopher Stevens 

Ambassador Stevens is survived by his father, Mr. Jan Stevens, of Sacramento, California; 
and his mother, Mrs. Mary Commanday, of Oakland, California. 

can Smith 

Sean Smith is survived by his wife, Mrs. Heather Smith, and his children, Samantha and 
Nathan. He was a United States Air Force veteran. 

Glen Doherty 

Glen Doherty is survived by his mother, Mrs. Barbara Doherty, of Woburn, Massachusetts. 
He as a former United States Navy SEAL. 

SCPO Tyrone S. Woods, USN (Ret) 

Senior Chief Woods is survived by his wife, Mrs. Dorothy Woods, of Henderson, Nevada, 
and his children, Tyrone Jr., Hunter, and Kai. He was a former United States Navy SEAL. 
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