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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release May 2, 2011

PRESS BRIEFING BY
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS
ON THE KILLING OF OSAMA BIN LADEN

Via Conference Call

12:04 A.M. EDT

MR. VIETOR: Thank yon, everyone, for joining us, especially
so late. We wanted to get you on the line quickly with some
senior administration officials to talk about the operation today
regarding Osama bin Laden. And with that I'll turn it over to
our first senior administration official.

SENTOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Thanks for joining us,
everybody, at this late hour. It's nuch appreciated. Freom the
outset of the administration, the President has placed the
highest pricerity in protecting the nation Trom the threat ol
terrorism. In line with this, we have pursued an intensified,
targeted, and global effort to degrade and defeat al Qaeda.
Included in this effort has been a relentless set of steps that
we've taken to locate and bring Osama bin Laden to justice.
Indeed, it “the earliest days 6 the administratioch, the President
formally instructed the intelligence community and his
counterterrorism advisors to make the pursuit of Osama bin Laden,
as the leader of al Qaeda, as a top priority.

In the beginning of September of last year, the CIA began to
work with the President on a set of assessments that led it to
believe that in fact it was possible that Osama bin Laden may be
located at a compound in Pakistan. By mid February, through a
series of Iintensive meetings at the White House and with the
President, we had determined there was a sound intelligence basis
for pursuing this in an aggressive way and developing courses of
action to pursue Osama bin Laden at this location.

In the middle of March, the President began a series of
National Security Council meetings that he chaired to pursue
again the intelligence basis and to develop courses of action to



bring justice to Osama bin Laden. Indeed, by my count, the
President chaired no fewer than five National Security Council
meetings on the topic from the middle of March -- March 14th,
March 29th, April 12th, April 19th, and April 28th. And the
President gave the final order to pursue the operation that he
announced to the nation tonight on the morning -- Friday morning
of Apell 29tk

The President mentioned tonight that the pursuit of Osama
bin Laden and the defeat of al Qaeda has been a bipartisan
exercise in this nation since September 11, 2001, and indeed,
this evening before he spoke to the nation, President Obama did
speak tCo President Bush 43 and President Clinton this evening to
review with them the events of today and to preview his statement
to the nation tonight.

And with that, I'll turn it over to my colleague to go
through some of the details. Thank you.

SENTOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: As you heard, the President
ordered a raid earlier today against an al Qaeda compound in
Abbottabad, Pakistan. Based on intelligence collection analysis,
a small U.5. team found Osama bin Laden living in a large home on
a secured compound in an affluent suburb of Islamabad. The raid
occurred in the early morning hours in Pakistan and accomplished
its objective. Osama bin Laden is now no longer a threat to
America.

This remarkable achievement could not have happened without
persistent effort and careful planning over many years. Our
national security professionals did a superb Jjob. They deserve
tremendous credit for serving Jjustice to Osama bin Laden.

Bin Laden was a sworn enemy of the United States and a
danger to all humanity; a man who called for the murder of any
American anywhere on Earth. His death is central to the
President's goal of disrupting, dismantling and ultimately
defeating al Qaeda and its violent allies. He was responsible
for killing thousands of innocent men and women not only on 9/11,
but in the 1998 East Africa embassy bombing, the attack of the
USS Cole, and many other acts of brutality.

He was the leader of a violent extremist movement with
affiliates across the globe that had taken up arms against the
United States and its allies. Bin Laden's most influential role
has been to designate the United States as al Qaeda's primary
target and to maintain organizational focus on that objective.



This strategic objective, which was first made in a 1996
declaration of jihad against Americans, was the cornerstone of
bin Laden's message.

Since 9/11, multiple agencies within our intelligence
community have worked tirelessly to track down bin Laden, knowing
that his removal from al Qaeda would strike a crippling blow to
the organization and its militant allies. And last September the
President was made aware of a compound in Abbottabad, where a key
al Qaeda facilitator appeared to be harboring a high-wvalue
target. He received regular intelligence updates, as was just
mentioned, on the compound in September and he directed that
action be taken as soon as he concluded that the intelligence
case was sufficiently strong. A range of options for achieving
the mission were developed and on Friday he authorized the
operation.

Now TI'11l turn it to my colleagues to go through the
intelligence.

SENIOR ADMINISTRATICON OFFICIAL: Thank you. First I want to
polint out that today's success was a team effort. It was a model
of really seamless collaboration across our government. Since
9/11, this is what the American people have expected of us, and
today, in this critical operation, we were able to finally
deliver.

The operation itself was the culmination of years of careful
and highly advanced intelligence work. Officers from the CIA,
the NGA, the NSA all worked very hard as a team to analyze and
pinpoint this compound. Together they applied their very unique
expertise and capabilities to America's most vexing intelligence
problem, where to find bin Laden.

When the case had been made that this was a critical target,
we began to prepare this mission, in conjunction with the U.S.
military. In the end, it was the matchless skill and courage of
these Americans that secured this triumph for our country and the
world. I'm very proud of the entire team that worked on this
operation, and am very thankful to the President for the courage
that he displayed in making the decision to proceed with this
operation.

With that, let me turn to my colleague to give you details
on the intelligence background.



SENTOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Thank you. The bottom line
of our collection and our analysis was that we had high
confidence that the compound harbored a high-value terrorist
target. The experts who worked this issue for years assessed
that there was a strong probability that the terrorist that was
hiding there was Osama bin Laden.

What TI'd like to do is walk you through the key points in
that intelligence trail that led us to that conclusion. From the
time that we first recognized bin Laden as a threat the CIA
gathered leads on individuals in bin Laden's inner circle,
including his personal couriers. Detainees in the post-9/11
period flagged for us individuals who may have been providing
direct support to bin Laden and his deputy, Zawahiri, after their
escape from Afghanistan.

One courilier in particular had our constant attention.
Detainees gave us his nom de guerre or his nickname and
identified him as both a protégé of Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the
mastermind of September 11th, and a trusted assistant of Abu
Fara] al-Libbi, the former number three of al Qaeda who was
captured in 2005.

Detainees also ldentified this man as one of the few al
Qaeda couriers trusted by bin Laden. They indicated he might be
living with and protecting bin Laden. But for years, we were
unable to identify his true name or his location.

Four years ago, we uncovered his identity, and for
operational reasons, I can't go into details about his name or
how we identified him, but about two years ago, after months of
persistent effort, we identified areas in Pakistan where the

courier and his brother operated. Still we were unable to
pinpoint exactly where they lived, due to extensive operational
security on their part. The fact that they were being so careful

reinforced our belief that we were on the right track.

Then in August 2010, we found their residence, a compound in
Abbotabad, Pakistan, a town about 35 miles north of Islamabad.
The area is relatively affluent with lots of retired military.
Tt's algp inscolated Trom the natoral digagters and terrorist
attacks that have afflicted other parts of Pakistan. When we saw
the compound where the brothers lived, we were shocked by what we
saw —— an extraordinarily unique compound. The compound sits on
a large plot of land in an area that was relatively secluded when
it was built. It is roughly eight times larger than the other
homes in the area.



When the compound was built in 2005, it was on the outskirts
of the town center, at the end of a narrow dirt road. In the
last six years, some residential homes have been bulilt nearby.
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