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WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY, 2015
S Q280
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

On World Autism Awareness Day, our Nation recognizes all
those around the globe who live on the autism spectrum. We
celebrate the countless ways they strengthen our communities and
enrich our world -- and we reaffirm their fundamental rights to
participate fully in society, live with respect, and achieve
their greatest potential.

In the United States, millions of adults and young people
live with autism spectrum disorder, including 1 out of every 68
children. They are our colleagues, classmates, friends, and
loved ones, and they each have something to contribute to the
American story. In large cities and small towns, individuals
with autism live independent and productive lives, and our
Nation is better because of their unique talents and
perspectives. Their example reminds us that all people have
inherent dignity and worth, and that everyone deserves a fair
shot at opportunity.

My Administration is committed to helping Americans with
autism fulfill their potential by ensuring access to the
resources and programs they need. The Affordable Care Act
prohibits companies from denying health insurance because of
pre-existing conditions such as autism, and the law also
requires most insurance plans to cover preventive
services -- including autism and developmental screenings for
young children -- without copays. Last year, I was proud to
sign the Autism CARES Act of 2014, which bolstered training and
educational opportunities for professionals serving children or
adults on the autism spectrum. And as part of the BRAIN

Initiative, we continue to invest in innovative research that
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aims to revolutionize our understanding of conditions like
autism and improve the lives of all who live with them.

The greatness of our Nation lies in the diversity of our
people. When more Americans are able to pursue their full
measure of happiness, it makes our Union more perfect and
uplifts us all. Today, let us honor advocates, professionals,
family members, and all who work to build brighter tomorrows
alongside those with autism. Together, we can create a world
free of barriers to inclusion and full of understanding and
acceptance of the differences that make us strong.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the
United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim April 2, 2015, World Autism Awareness Day. I
encourage all Americans to learn more about autism and what they
can do to support individuals on the autism spectrum and their
families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
first day of April, in the year of our Lord
two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.




WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY, 2015
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

On World Autism Awareness Day, our Nation recognizes all
those around the globe who live on the autism spectrum. We
celebrate the countless ways they strengthen our communities and
enrich our world -- and we reaffirm their fundamental rights to
participate fully in society, live with respect, and achieve
their greatest potential.

In the United States, millions of adults and young people
live with autism spectrum disorder, including 1 out of every 68
children. They are our colleagues, classmates, friends, and
loved ones, and they each have something to contribute to the
American story. In large cities and small towns, individuals
with autism live independent and productive lives, and our
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shot at opportunity.

My Administration is committed to helping Americans with
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prohibits companies from denying health insurance because of
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requires most insurance plans to cover preventive
services -- including autism and developmental screenings for
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aims to revolutionize our understanding of conditions like
autism and improve the lives of all who live with them.

The greatness of our Nation lies in the diversity of our
people. When more Americans are able to pursue their full
measure of happiness, it makes our Union more perfect and
uplifts us all. Today, let us honor advocates, professionals,
family members, and all who work to build brighter tomorrows
alongside those with autism. Together, we can create a world
free of barriers to inclusion and full of understanding and
acceptance of the differences that make us strong.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the
United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim April 2, 2015, World Autism Awareness Day. I
encourage all Americans to learn more about autism and what they
can do to support individuals on the autism spectrum and their
families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

day of » in the year of our Lord
two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.
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From: Walsh, Joani

Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 5:22 PM
To: Hegde, Shilpa; Pate, Brian

Cc: Staff Secretary; DL-WHO-Exec Clerk
Subject: RE: World Autism Awareness Day, 2015

This is OK to AP. Thanks, Joani

From: Hegde, Shilpa

Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 5:08 PM

To: Pate, Brian

Cc: Staff Secretary; Walsh, Joani; DL-WHO-Exec Clerk
Subject: RE: World Autism Awareness Day, 2015

Thanks, Brian! Joani, this is ready for your OK to AP

From: Pate, Brian

Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 4:25 PM

To: Hegde, Shilpa

Cc: Staff Secretary; Walsh, Joani; DL-WHO-Exec Clerk
Subject: RE: World Autism Awareness Day, 2015

Shilpa,
Clerk’s final attached for your review/approval.

Thanks,
Brian

From: Hegde, Shilpa

Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 4:03 PM
To: DL-WHO-Exec Clerk

Cc: Staff Secretary; Walsh, Joani

Subject: World Autism Awareness Day, 2015

Hi Clerks — This proc is ready for formatting. This should be released today when you have the OK to AP.

Thanks,
Shilpa



World Autism Awareness Day, 2015
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

On World Autism Awareness Day, our Nation recognizes all those around the globe who
live on the autism spectrum. We celebrate the countless ways they strengthen our communities
and enrich our world-—and we reaffirm their fundamental rights to participate fully in society,
live with respect, and achieve their greatest potential.

In the United States, millions of adults and young people live with autism spectrum
disorder, including 1 out of every 68 children. They are our colleagues, classmates, friends, and
loved ones, and they each have something to contribute to the American story. In large cities
and small towns, individuals with autism live independent and productive lives, and our Nation
is better because of their unique talents and perspectives. Their example reminds us that all
people have inherent dignity and worth, and that everyone deserves a fair shot at opportunity.

My Administration is committed to helping Americans with autism fulfill their potential
by ensuring access to the resources and programs they need. The Affordable Care Act prohibits
companies from denying health insurance because of pre-existing conditions such as autism, and
the law also requires most insurance plans to cover preventive services—including autism and
developmental screenings for young children—without copays. Last year, I was proud to sign
the Autism CARES Act of 2014, which bolstered training and educational opportunities for
professionals serving children or adults on the autism spectrum. And as part of the BRAIN
Initiative, we continue to invest in innovative research that aims to revolutionize our
understanding of conditions like autism and improve the lives of all who live with them.

The greatness of our Nation lies in the diversity of our people. When more Americans
are able to pursue their full measure of happiness, it makes our Union more perfect and uplifts us
all. Today, let us honor advocates, professionals, family members, and all who work to build
brighter tomorrows alongside those with autism. Together, we can create a world free of barriers
to inclusion and full of understanding and acceptance of the differences that make us strong.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim April 2, 2015, World Autism Awareness Day. | encourage all Americans to
learn more about autism and what they can do to support individuals on the autism spectrum and
their families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this day of ,in
the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.
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From: Hegde, Shilpa

Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 4:03 PM
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Subject: World Autism Awareness Day, 2015
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Follow up
Completed

Attached is a proposed draft of the proclamation for World Autism Awareness Day, along with background and routing
info. World Autism Awareness Day, 2015 is observed on April 2.

Please review and comment on this proclamation by Friday at 2 PM. Please make edits/comments to the version

without citations.

Thanks,
Shilpa



ROUTING

.

World Autism Awareness Day, 2015

4/2/2015

Agency-Department of Health and Human Services

Agency:; Bureau; Phone
Role Name Title Office; ete. Number E-mail Address
Drafter Susan Daniels | Acting Director, Office | NIH National Institute of | 301.443. | sdaniels@mail.nih.gov
of Autism Research Mental Health (NIMH) 2756
Coordination
Approver | Thomas Insel Director NIH National Institute of | 301.443. | tinsel@mail.nih.gov
Mental Health (NIMH) 3673
EOP- Internal Draft
Role | Name S Office Completed
Drafter Brendan Bertagnoll Senior Writer OorC 3/24
Approvers Dirk Tedmon Associate Director OPC 3/24
Jordan Lillie Deputy Director OPC 3/24
Fiona Reeves SAP and Director OPC 3/25




BACKGROUND

World Autism Awareness Day, 2015
4/2/2015

History
This Proclamation has been issued annually on the President's own initiative since 2011.

Original Department of Health and Human Services Draft

Today on World Autism Awareness Day, we recognize the millions of individuals and their families living
with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) within the United States and globally. With one in every 68 children
in America identified with ASD, we acknowledge both the challenges faced by children and adults on the
autism spectrum each day and the many ways in which these individuals contribute to society, using their
unique talents and abilities to enrich schools, neighborhoods, and communities across our nation. As a
leader in the global community, we reaffirm our commitment to the goal of acceptance and inclusion, and
to helping people living with ASD achieve their fullest potential.

To create an environment where people on the autism spectrum will thrive, we need to provide needed
supports and opportunities. To this end, on August 8, 2014, | proudly signed the bipartisan Autism
Collaboration, Accountability, Research, Education and Support (Autism CARES) Act into law, expanding
opportunities to strengthen ASD research, to enhance critically important services and supports, and to
bolster education efforts. | also signed into law the Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act of
2014, which will support Americans with disabilities, including those living with ASD, in preparing for a
future of financial independence.

America continues its commitment to providing the best health care and education to its people, including
those on the autism spectrum. Through the Affordable Care Act, autism and developmental screenings
are being provided free of charge, and individuals living with ASD are no longer denied coverage for
much-needed services. In addition, we continue to support cutting-edge research to provide people on
the autism spectrum with the interventions, tools and supports they need. In 2013, my Administration
established the Brain Research through Advancing Innovative Neurotechnologies (BRAIN) Initiative
aimed at accelerating scientific research on the human brain. | am proud to announce today that the
BRAIN Initiative has grown to include participation by partners from multiple federal agencies, companies,
foundations, advocacy organizations, and academic institutions across the nation, united in an effort to
foster discovery and innovation to improve the lives of those who live with a variety of brain conditions
and disabilities, including ASD.

On World Autism Awareness Day, we must come together as a global community, continuing our efforts
to better understand ASD and improve the lives of those on the autism spectrum, while standing in
partnership to promote respect, acceptance, and inclusion. It is now more important than ever to reaffirm
our support for people with ASD and their families, joining together to lower the barriers for people living
with disabilities, and celebrate diversity around the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2,
2015, as World Autism Awareness Day. | encourage all Americans to learn more about ASD and what
they can do to support individuals on the autism spectrum and their families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this ___ day of April, in the year of our Lord two
thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
ninth.



World Autism Awareness Day, 2015
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

On World Autism Awareness Day, our Nation recognizes all those around the globe who
live with autism spectrum disorder. We celebrate their enormous contributions—the many ways
they strengthen our communities and enrich our Nation. And we reaffirm their fundamental
rights to participate fully in society, live with respect, and make of their lives what they will.

In the United States, millions of adults and young people live with autism spectrum
disorder, including 1 out of every 68 children. They are our colleagues, classmates, friends, and
loved ones, and they fortify all areas of our national life. In large cities and small towns,
individuals with autism live independent and productive lives, and our Nation is better because
of their unique talents and perspectives. Their example reminds us that all people have inherent
dignity and worth, and that everyone deserves a fair shot at opportunity.

My Administration is committed to helping Americans with autism fulfill their potential
by ensuring access to the resources and programs they need. Last year, I was proud to sign the
Autism CARES Act of 2014, which bolstered autism education and supported important services
for both children and adults on the autism spectrum. The Affordable Care Act prohibits
companies from denying health insurance coverage because of a pre-existing condition, such as
autism, and the law also requires most insurance plans to cover preventive services—including
autism and developmental screenings for young children—without copays. And as part of the
BRAIN Initiative, we continue to invest in innovative research that aims to revolutionize our
understanding of disorders like autism and improve the lives of all who live with them.

The greatness of our Nation lies in the diversity of our people. When more Americans
are able to pursue their full measure of happiness, it makes our Union more perfect and lifts us
all. Today, let us honor advocates, professionals, family members, and all who work to build
brighter tomorrows for those with autism. Together, we can create a world free of barriers to
inclusion and full of understanding and acceptance of the differences that make us strong.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim April 2, 2015, World Autism Awareness Day. | encourage all Americans to
learn more about autism and what they can do to support individuals on the autism spectrum and
their families.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this day of ,in
the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.



World Autism Awareness Day, 2015
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

On World Autism Awareness Day, our Nation recognizes all those around the globe who
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WH.gov, “President Obama is making new investments in the “BRAIN” Initiative — a bold
new research effort to revolutionize our understanding of the human mind and uncover
new ways to treat, prevent, and cure brain disorders like Alzheimer’s, schizophrenia,
autism, epilepsy, and traumatic brain injury.”

N.B. - not usually in quotation marks:

WH fact sheet 04.02.2013, “The BRAIN Initiative will accelerate the development and
application of new technologies that will enable researchers to produce dynamic pictures
of the brain that show how individual brain cells and complex neural circuits interact at the
speed of thought.”
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