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THE WHITE HOUSE

Washington

October 17,2016

Meeting with Artist Robert McCurdy

DATE: October 17,2016
LOCATION: Oval Office
TIME: 3:15pm-3:45pm
FROM: Melissa Winter and Bill Allman

I. PURPOSE:

This meeting marks the fifth meeting with a potential portraitist for either YOUR 
official White House portrait or the portrait which is commissioned by the National 
Portrait Gallery.

Thus far into the process, YOU and the First Lady have met with artists Barkley 
Hendricks, Dean Mitchell, Sharon Sprung, and Amy Sherald. FLOTUS has 
indicated an interest in moving forward with Amy Sherald for the NPG portrait and 
Sharon Sprung for the White House portrait.

We will be scheduling a meeting in the coming weeks with the final candidate 
Kehinde Wiley. He is currently out of the country.

II. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

YOU will meet with artist Robert McCurdy for 30 minutes

III. PARTICIPANTS:

YOU
Bill Allman, White House Curator
Melissa Winter
*Thelma Golden is unable to attend

IV. BIOGRAPHY:



Robert McCurdy

4

Robert McCurdy, age 64 and a Pennsylvania 
native, has been exhibiting his photography and 
paintings for the past thirty years. McCurdy 
begins his painted portraits with a photograph, 
asking his sitters to address the unseen viewer 
directly and to make no gestures. McCurdy's 
goal is to provide a neutral environment in 
order to maximize the highly personal nature of 
the encounter between subject and viewer. 
McCurdy has been working on a series 
of Portraits depicting notable personalities such 
as His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, Toni Morrison, and Nelson Mandela. 
McCurdy attained his BFA at the Maryland

Institute College of Art, and received an Arts Fellowship from Yale University. He has 
previously shown in galleries across the nation including the National Portrait Gallery.
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Robert McCurdy,

Untitfed (l~oni Morrison), Oil on canvas, 73 X 68 i n, 2006 (on loan at the National P ortra it Gallery)
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Robert McCurdy

Untitled (Nelson Mandela), Oil on canvas, 72 x 68 in, 2009



Robert McCurdy

Untitled (Bishop Desmond Tutu ). Oho n canvasj 73 x 68 in, 2010
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Robert McCurdy

Untitled (Warren Buffett), Oil on canvas, 73 x 68 in, 2013



teli-.

.'S

K>‘

r iS
<‘5

Robert McCurdy
Untitled (Gabriel Garcfa Marquez), Oil on canvas. 73 x 68 in. 2007
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Robert McCurdy
L/nCicled, Oil on canvas, 63 x 48 in, 1997
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Robert McCurdy
Untitled (Net I Ar mstrong), Oil on canvas, 73 x 68 in, 2012
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Robert McCurdy
Untitled (Dalai Lama ;,0h o n ca n vas, 73 x 68 in, 2008




