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April 8, 2013 

I send greetings to all those joined together to raise awareness for 
medical research. 

Throughout our Nation's history, we have depended on the ingenuity 
of our people to pioneer innovation and solve the problems of our 
time. To meet the challenges of the 21st century, we must commit to 
a serious, sustained effort to advance medical research. By investing 
in the best ideas and supporting the work of our scientists, we will 
improve health and change lives in ways we could have never 
imagined. And in taking bold steps to further discovery today, we 
will inspire the doers and makers of tomorrow and ensure America 
remains at the forefront of human understanding. 

As you gather to promote the importance of medical research, I wish 
you all the best. 
POTUS AP 
BO/EO/FR/AW/SS/dt 
Message — Research for Medical Research 
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April 8, 2013 

Mr. Jon Retzlaff 
American Association for Cancer Research 
Suite 250 
1425 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Retzlaff: 

I am pleased to enclose a Message from President Barack Obama. 

Please be advised that the White House has strict guidelines governing the use of Presidential 
Messages. The enclosed document may only be used for the specific date and purpose for which it 
was provided. This letter may be read aloud and used for display at this event. 

Note that the Message cannot appear in other publications or forms of communication, 
including but not limited to, electronic, print, and/or display on a website. Please forward a copy of 
any printed or electronic material in which this Message has been used to the Office of Presidential 
Correspondence at the White House, Washington, D.C. 20502. 

Any unauthorized use or display of this Message or White House letterhead is strictly 
prohibited without the prior written consent of the Director of Presidential Correspondence. 

Please also note the following non-comprehensive list of actions that are expressly prohibited: 
alteration of this Message; sale of this Message; and use of this Message for fundraising, recruiting, 
advertising, solicitation, promotion, or as an endorsement of any individual, entity, organization, or 
unit of government. These prohibitions apply in all forms of communication, including, but not 
limited to electronic, print, and/or display on website. 

Thank you for your cooperation in adhering to these guidelines. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth H. Olson 
Special Assistant to the President and 
Director of Presidential Correspondence 
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Rally Mission 

Federal funding for medical research continues to decline, threatening the future health of Americans. The Rally for Medical 
Research will unite thousands of Americans across the country to call on our nation's policymakers to make life-saving medical 
research funding a national priority. This unified call to action will raise awareness about the critical need for a sustained investment 
in the National Institutes of Health to improve health, spur more progress, inspire more hope and save more lives. On April 8, 2013, 
thousands of advocates, survivors, researchers, clinicians, business leaders, and members of the general public will journey to our 
nation's capital to speak with one voice at the Rally for Medical Research. 

The Rally will be held on Monday, April 8 at 11:00 a.m. in Washington, DC, on the steps of 
the Carnegie Library. 

HOW DO I GET 
INVOLVED? 

ral lyformedi cal research.org /pag es/mission.aspx 1/2 
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WASHINGTON, DC 

1234 

Welcome- Rally for Medical Research 

America Speaks! 

WIDE MAJORITY OF 
AMERICANS CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE EFFECTS OF 
STAGNANT FUNDING 

¶I1iir. 
Research'Amcrica Poll Data, 2013 

View LIVE webcast! 

rallyformedicalresearch.org/Pages/default.aspx?utm source=aacr156x100&utm_medium=webbanner&utm campaign=2013rally 1/3 



4/4/13 Welcome- Rallyfor Medical Research 

The Rally for Medical Research will unite millions of Americans across the country to call on our nation's policymakers to make life-
saving medical research funding a national priority. This unified call to action will raise awareness about the critical need for a 
sustained investment in the National Institutes of Health to improve health, spur more progress, inspire more hope and save more 
lives. 

Latest News 

Latest News 

Click here for the latest news in medical research funding 

Read More 

rallyformedicalresearch.org/Pages/default.aspx?utm_source=aacr156x100&utm_medium=v~ebbanner&utm campaign=2013rally 2/3 
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American Association for CancerResearch 

Home > Public & Media > Science Policy & Government Affairs > Contact Us - Science Policy & Government Affairs 

Contact Us 

AACR OFFICE OF SCIENCE POLICY & GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
1425 K Street, NW, Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 898-6499 (Phone) 
(202) 898-0966(Fax) 
govrelations@aacr.org 

STAFF: 

Jon Retzlaff, M.P.A., M.B.A. 

Managing Director of Science Policy and Government Affairs 

Email 

Before joining the AACR in 2010 as the managing director of science policy and government affairs, Mr. 
Retzlaff led the health and biomedical practice for a government relations firm in D.C. Prior to these two 
positions, he served as legislative director for the Federation of American Societies for Experimental 
Biology from 2004-2007. 

Additionally, he worked for the National Institutes of Health, first as a program analyst within the Office of 
the Director's legislative office; then as a senior legislative advisor to the National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke; and finally as the executive officer of the National Library of Medicine. Mr. Retzlaff 
was assigned to the House (1998) and Senate (2000-2001) appropriations subcommittees on labor, health 
and human services, education and related agencies on health research funding issues, as well as within 
the Office of the Secretary for Legislation at the Department of Health and Human Services. He entered the 
Federal Government as a Presidential Management Intern in 1993 and completed a rotation in the Office of 
Senator Herb Kohl (D-Wis.) during his training. 

Mr. Retzlaff earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Minnesota, a master's degree in 
public administration from Indiana University and a master's degree in business administration from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Mary Lee Watts, M.P.H., R.D. 
Director of Government Relations 
Email 

Jennifer Hobin, Ph.D. 
Director of Science Policy 

Mark Fleury, Ph.D. 
Associate Director of Science Policy 
Email 

James Ingram 
Manager of Legislative Affairs 
Email 

Rasika Kalamegham, Ph.D. 
Senior Science Policy Analyst 
Email 

Serita Henderson 
Senior Administrative Coordinator 
Email 

www.aacr.org/home/public--media/science policy-government-affairs/contact-us---science policy-government-affairs.aspx 1/2 
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