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THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. OBAMA

ttvl(ot,tt' vou to

,I'I IIi W H ITE HOUSE

()tt lltt rrr'r'rtsiorr of the aisit of

I ltr l)rccllancy

DR. ANGELA MERKEL
Chancallor o.f th( I:cdcrtl Republic of Germany

0ild

PROFESSOR DR. JOACHIM SAUER

'l'rrcsdoy, Junr 7, 20'11
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MEDAL OF FREEDOM
PROCRAM

Rentorks by

The President

Presentation of tha

Mrnar or FnnnDoM

Remnrks by

Chancellor Merkel

t4-)

I)Ii. AN(]I,I,N MERKEL

Dr. Arrgt,l,r Mt.r'kt,l r'.rrnt' to symbolize the triumph of
frccrlorr lry lrct orrrirrg tlrt' first East German to serve as

Chanct'llor ol .r rrrrittrl lrt'tlt'rrrl ltepublic of Germany. She

also nratlt' lriskrry wlrt'rr she bccirmc Cermany's first female
Chirrrct'lkrr. A tlrrlit',r tt,tl 1'rtrt-rlic servAnt, Chancellor Merkel
has p'r1'1;1111,r11'tl lilrt'rty ,rrrtl prosl'rcrity in her own country, in
Europt', arrtl t lrror rglrouI Ilx' worlcl.

PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM
Originally cstablisht'tl ,rs tlrt' Mr'rlrrl of Freedonr by President
Tiuman by lixccutivt. ( )rtk.r 95tl(r of July 6, 1945, the Medal was
reestablishccl as tlrt' l)ri'slrlr'tr!inl McdLrl of Freedonr by President
John F. Ktrrrrerly lry lixt'cutivc ()rclcr 11085 of February 22,
1963. lt is thc highcst r'ivil awartl of our Government. The
Medal is awirrrlt'rl lrv tlrt'I'rt.sirlcnt of the United States to
persons who hrrt,t' nratlt' t'sl'rt'ci;rIly meritorious contributions
to the security or rratiorrrrl intcrt.sts of the United States, to
world peace, or to crrltural or otlrt'r significant public or private
endeavors. Thc Mt'tlal rnav bt' awarcled to citizens of other
nations and may be awart'lr'r.l postlrumously.
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NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
CONDUCTED BY

CHRISTOPH ESCHENBACH
Now in its B0th season, the National Symphony Orchestra is the affiliate
of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and regularly
participates in events of national and international importance, including
performances for state occasions, official holiday celebrations, and one
of the nation's finest education programs. Through its foreign tours the
NSO also fulfills an important international role. NSO Music Director
Christoph Eschenbach is one of the world's finest musicians, g1obally
active as conductor, pianist, and mentor. In his first season with the NSO,
his distinguished leadership has already had a profound impact on the
NSO's artistry and reputation.

.a

GEORGE LI
George Li gave his first public concert in Boston at the age of nine and has

performed extensively since thery including appearances with the Cleveland
Orchestra and Venezuela's Simon Bolivar Orchestra. He studies with Wha
Kyrmg By"un atNew Engiand Conservatory and playswith technicalbrilliance
and interpretive depth far beyond his years. As the First Prize Winner of
the Young Concert Artists International Auditions, 15-year-old Li makes
his formal debuts this Fa1l opening the Young Concert Artists Series at
Washington's Kennedy Center and New York's Merkin Hail. Next month he
performs on a European tour as soloist with the New England Conservatory
Orchestra including Vienna's Musikverein and at Germany's Festspiele
Mecklenburg-Vorpom mern.

IAMES TAYLOR
James Taylor was featured on the cover of Time magazine in 1971,

heralded as the harbinger of the singer-songwriter era. Four decades later
his warm baritone, introspective lyrics and unique guitar playing have
set a precedent and blazed a path to which countless young musicians
have aspired. He has soid more than 50 million albums, beginning in
1968 when he was signed to The Beatles'Apple Records. Throughout
his long career, Taylor has earned 40 gold, platinum, and multi-platinum
awards and five Grammy Awards. He recently received the National
Medal of Arts from President Obama in a ceremony at the White House.
The medal is the nation's highest honor for artistic excellence recognizing
"outstanding achievements and support of the arts." Raised in North
Carolina, Taylor lives in Massachusetts with his wife, Caroline, and their
twins, Henry and Rufus.
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