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THE PRESIDENT

welcomes you to

THE WHITE HOUSE

on the occasion of the presentation of the

MEDAL OF HONOR

Monday, September 15, 2014
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CITATION

The President of the United States of America,
authorized by Act of Congress,
March 3, 1863, has awarded in the natne of Congress
the Medal o f Honor to

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS
BENNIE G. ADKINS

UNITED STATES ARMY

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty:

Sergeant First Class Bennie G. Adkins distinguisluxl himself by acts of gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving . an
Intelligence Sergeant with Detachment A-102, 51h Special Farces Graup, Isl Spucidl
Forces, during combat operations against an armed enemy at Camp A Shau, Repulblic
of Vietnam from March 9 to 12, 1966. When the camp was attacked by a large Narth
Vieinamese and Viet Cong force in the carly moming hours, Sergeant FirstClass Adkins
rushed through intense enemy fire and manned a mortar position continually adjusliny,
ire for the camp, despite incurring wounds as the mortar pit received several direel ity
from enemy mortars. Upon learning that several soid iers were wounded near the cenley
of camp, he temporarily turned the mortar aver to another soldier, ran through vxploding,
mortar rounds and dragged several comrades Lo safely. As the hostile fire subsidvcl,
Sergeant lirst Class Adkins exposed himself tosporadic sniper fire while carrying lix
wounded comrades to the camp dispensary. WhenSergeantFirst Class Adkins and |15
group of defenders came under heavy small arms fire from members of the Civilion
Irregular Defense Group that had defected to fight with the North Vietnamese, he
maneuvered outside the camp toevacuate aseriously wounded American and draw line
allthe while successfully covering the rescue. When a resupply air drop landed oulsicle
of!hecamppenmeler, Sergeant First Class Adkins, again, maved outside of the canmyy
walls 1o retrieve the muclineeded supplies. During the early morning hours of Muirch
10, 1966enemy forces launched their main attack and within two hours, Sergeant liis(
Class /Adkins was the only man firing a mortar weapen. When all mortar rounds swisie
expended. Sergeant First Class Adkins began placing effective recoilless rifle tire upory
enemy posiions Despile receving additional wounds trom enemy rounds explichisg
on his position, Sergeant First Class Adkins fought off intense waves of altacking Viet
Cong. Sergeant First Class Adkins climinated numerous insurgents with small i
fire after wilhdrawing Lo a commwunications bunker with several solliers. Ruonnnyg
extremely low onammunition, lie returned to the mortar pit, gathered vital ammumition
and ran through intense fire back to the bunker. After being ordered to evactuafe e
camp, Sergeant First Class Adkins and a small group of soldiers destroyed all syinal
equipmentand classified documents, dug their wayoulof the rear of thes binker ane
fought their way out of the camp. While carrying a wounded soldier to Ihe exlraclion
point he learned that the last helicopter had already departed. Sergeant 1'iest Clite
Adkins led the group while evading the enemy until they were rescued by helivoples
on March 12, 1966. During the thirty cight hour battlc and forty eightChours of oss ipse
and evasion, fighting with mortars, machine guns, recoilless rifles, small drms, aml
hand grenades, it was estimated that Sergeant Fiest Class Adkins Killed botween ome
hundred thirty fve and one hundred seventy fiveaof the enemy while sustainingeiyhleen
ditferent wounds to his body. Sergeant First Class Adkins’ extraordinary busnixm
and selflessness above and beyond the call of duty arc in keeping with [he Tughint
traditians of the military service and reflect great credit upan himsell, Deticdmem
A-102, 5th Speaial Forces Graup, 1st Speaal Forces and the Untted Slates Avny

PROGRAM

Invocation
Chaplain (MG) Donald T.. Rutherford
Chief of Chaplains, US. Arnty

Remarks by
The President

Presentation of the

MEDAL OF HONOR

Benediction
Chaplain (MG) Donald L. Rutherford
Chicf of Chaplains, U.S. Arnty

CITATION

The President of the United States of America,
authorized by Act of Congress,
March 3, 1863, has awarded in the name of Congress
the Medal o f Honor to

SPECIALIST FOUR
DONALD P. SLOAT

UNITED STATES ARMY

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty:

Specialist Four Donald P. Sloat distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving
as a Machinegunner with Company D, 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment, 196th
Light Infantry Brigade, Americal Division, during combat operations against an
armed enemy in the Republicof Vietnam on January 17, 1970. On that morning,
Specialist Four Sloat’s squad was conducting a patrol, serving as a blocking elerment
in support of tanks and armored personnel carriersin the area. As the squad moved
up a small hill in file formation, the lead soldier tripped a wire attached to a hand
grenade booby-trap setup by enemy forces. As the grenade rolled down the hill,
Specialist Four Sloatkneltand picked up the grenade. After initially attempting to
throw the grenade, Specialist Four Sloat realized that detonation was imminent.
He then drew the grenade to his body and shielded his squad members from the
blast, saving their lives. Specialist Four Sloat’s actions define the ultimate sactifice
of laying down his own life in order to save the lives of his comrades. Specialist
FourDonald P Sloat’s extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond
the call of duly are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and
reflect great credit upon himsell, Company D, 2d Battalion, ist Infantry Regiment,
196th Light Infantry Brigade, Americal Division and the United States Army.



CRITERIA FOR AWARD

The Medal of Honor is awarded by the President in the name
of Congress to a person who, while a member of the Armed
Forces, distinguishes himself or herself conspicuously by
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his or her life above
and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action against
an enemy of the United States; while engaged in military
operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force;
or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an
armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the
United States is not a belligerent party. The deed performed
must have been one of personal bravery or self-sacrifice so
conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the individual above
his or her comrades and must have involved risk of life.
Incontestable proof of the performance of service is exacted
and each vecommendation for award of this decoration
is considered on the standard of extraordinary merit.
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