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THE PRESIDENT 

welcomes you to 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

on the occasion of the presentation of the 

MEDAL OF HONOR 

Monday, September 15, 2014 



CITATION 

Tlze Presiilent of lite United States of America, 
a11/horized /,y Act of Co11gress, 

Marci, 3, 1863, /,as awarded i11 the 11a t11e of Co11gn•ss 
lite Medal of Ho11or lo 

S E RGEANT FI RST CL ASS 

BENNIE G .  ADKINS 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

For conspicuo11s gallantry and intrepidity at  the risk of his l!fi· 
above a11d beyond tlie call of duty: 

�rgcant Hrst Class Hennie C. Adkins disti11guisl 11::d himself by acts of gal l,111l11' , 1 1 1t l  
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond th..: call of duty ,-vhile servi n� ,N ,1 1 1  
Intell igence Sergeant with Delad1ment A-102, 5th SpeCJal Forces Group, I s l Sp�•1 Li l 
Forces, during combat opera lions again�t an armed enemy at Camp A Shau, l�l'Jl• 1h l i 1  
of Vietnam from March 9 to  12, 1 966. When the camp v1:as attacked. by a large 1\,111 1 1  
Vietnamese and Viet Cong force in the early morning hours, Scrgcant f.irstCl a.-..o.: Alll,.,1 1 1s 
rushed through 1 11tense enemy fire and manned ii mortrtr position continm1lly ad1u:,;li1 1g 
fire for tl1e cainp, despite 111curring wounds as tl1e mortar pit received sever..-ll d i,�l·t l , ih; 
frum enemy mortar.:,. Upon teaming that several sold ier., were wuu11ded ne.i r llw n•11 1•1 
of camp, he temporarily turned the mortar over to another soldier, ran thmu�h l'Xpl1k l i, 11', 
mortar rounds ctnd d rc1gged seveu1l cornrades lo safety As tlie J,ostile fire suh"'11h•1 1, 
Sergeant l•'1rst Class Adkins ex.posed l,i.mself to sporadic sniper tire wl,ile carrying l 1 iM 
,vounded comrades to the camp dispensary. WhenScrgeantFirst Oass Adki ns mHI 1 1:
grou p of ddC"nd<"rs rnn1<" undC'r heavy small arm-. fire from m.C'mhcrs of 1hc- C,vili , 1 1 1  
Irregular Defense Group that had defected to hght \"'ith the North V1etnr1nw,..,·, lw 
m<1mmwred uuffiide the camp to evacuate a seriuusl y wounded Amerkcm cind d r,nv li 11 ·  
aJl the \Vh1le succcssfu!Jy covering the rescue. \'\-'hen a resupply air drop landed oul:-i, Ii · 
of the camp peruneter, Sergeant First Class Adkins, again, moved Ol1ts1de vf tla· l'<l l l l l , 
walls to retrieve llie rnucl1 needed su pphes. During lhe early ,uorning hol1rs \11 \11, ,n  I ,  
10 ,  1966enemy fun.:� launched their main atl3ck and within two houre, Sergl'<1nl I i N I  
Class /\dkins was the only man firing J mortJr wcJpon. \"v'hcn a l l  mort.i r rounds \W11• 
expended. Sergeant First Oc1ss Adkins begc111 placing effective recoilless rifk 1 in• u 1 l(m 
enerny position.s Despile rece1vmg add1lio11al wounds from enemy ro11nds l'xp l 1 11 l 1 1 1)� 
on his position, Sergeant f.irst Clas.s Adkins fought off intense waves of .iltad,. in.,_; Vi,•I 
Cong. ScrgcJnt Ftrst Clac;s Adkins climinJtcd numerous insurgents w ith s1n,1 I I  , 1 1 1 1 1i.  
fire after ,,.\•ll11drawrng lo a comnrnnicat1ons bunker with several so 1d 1en.. l<ll t1 1 1 1 1 1g 
extremely low on c'lmmunition, lie retun�ed to the mortar pit, gatl1ered vital a1Hnn1n11 i 1 1 1 1  
an<l ran through intense fire back to the bunker. After being ordered to cvaro,1h• l lw  
rnmp, Sergeant Fi rst Class Adkins and a small group of  soldiers destm�wd ,di �11•, 1 1 , 1 1  
equipment and dassjfied documents, dug theu way out of the rear of tht• h 1 1nkl•f ,u)t l  
fought tluiir way out of the camp. While carryi.ng a wounded soldier to 1 fw t•�lr,1di - 1 1 1  
point he lc.-irncd that the l ast helicopter had already departed. Serge.wt  1 1 1-sl ( · 1 . 1 •.� 
Adkms led the group while evading the enemy until they were 1-escuC'd by IH•lil • , 1 1 • 1 • • •  
on March 1 2 , 1 966. During the thirty eight hour battlc Jnd forty eight lm1 1 rs 111 1'N1 , q ••· 
an<l evasion, fighting with mortan:;, machine guru,, �cuille� rifle-., Mn.di ,11111i., . 1 1 1 1 1  
h�md �renades, i t  wai; estimated that Sergeant First Cla-;s Adkins kil l l·ci f1,•1 w1•,· 1 1 1 1 1w 
hunrfrC'd thirty fiv<' and on:- hnndrC"'d scvcnty hvcof the enemy whilt' '>ui-t,linin1�1·1►�11 11·,·1 1 
dltferent wounds to his body Sergeant Hrst CJass Adkins' exlraord in.1 1·y lu·r11 i!'lm 
Jnd r.cl flcssncss ilbovc ilnd beyond the cJII of du ty Jrc in kccpiog wdh t lw l i 1t�lwo11 
t1·adhon<; of the mi \ itJry -.ervice and rt-fll:'ct grl:'at cred i t  upon hi m..,t' J I ,  I )t•l,1l l tn11 • 1 1 1  
/\-102, 5th Spc-ci.11 For<"'t?'S C.mup, 1st Spc·nill Fof<"'c� ilnd the- t .r 1, 1 t1.•d Sl ,1 1t •'4 ,\ i 1 1 1',1 

PRO GRAM 

Invocation 

Chaplain (MG)  Donald L. Rutherford 

Cltief of Chaplains, U.S. Army 

Remarks i,y 

The President 

Presentation of the 

MEDAL OF H O N O R  

Be11ediclio11 

Chaplain (MC )  Dnnuld L. Rutherford 

Chief of Chaplai11,, U. S. Army 

C ITATION 

The President of the United States of America, 
authorized by Act of Congress, 

Marclr 3, 1863, has awarded in tlze name of Congress 
the Medal of Honor to 

SPECl/\ LIST FOUR 

DONALD P. SLOAT 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of Iris life 
above and beyond the call of duty: 

Specialist Four Donald P. Sloat distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the caU of duty while serving 
a� a Machinegunner with Company D, 2d Battalion, 1st [nfantry Regimenl, 1%lh 
Light Infantry- Brigade, America! Division, during combat operations against a n  
armed enemy in  the Republic o f  Vietnam on Janunry 17, 1970. On that morning, 
Specialist Four Sloat's squad was conducting a patrol, serving as a blocking clement 
in supJX>rt of tan.ks and armored personnel carriers in the are-a. As the squzid moved 
up a small hill in file formation, the lead soldier tripped a wire attachl.:'d to a hand 
grcn.idc bcx>by-trap set up by enemy forces. As the grenade rolled down the hill, 
Specialist Four Sloat knelt and picked up the grenade. After initially attempting to 
throw the grenade, Specialist 1 ·our Sloat rcali7..('d that detonation wa� imminent. 
Hl' then drew the gn•n;idl' to his body an<l :-.hielded his squad members from the 
blast, !'>aving: their lives. S�ciali!:.t fuur Sloat'::, adiOJi:, Jefine the ultinMle sacrifice 
of laying down his own life in orJer to save the l ives of his comrades. Specialist 
Fuur Donald P. Sloat's extraordinary heroism and �elflessness above and beyond 
the calJ of duly are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and 
reflect great er-ed it upon himsel(, Company D. 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment, 
196th Light Infantry Brigade, America[ Division and the United States II rmy. 



CRITERIA FOR AWARD 

Tile Medal uf Honor is awarded by theI'resident in the name 
of Congress to a person who, while a member of the Armed 
Forcrs, distinguishes himself 01' herself conspicuously by 
gal/aiitn; ancl intrepidity at the risk of his or lier life ab(TUe 
and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action against 
an. enemy of the Uniled States; while engaged in military 
1Jperations involving conflict with a11 opposing foreign force; 
or while .,enJing with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed canflicl agninsl an opposing armed force in which the 
United States is not a belligerent party. The deed pe1formed 
must lu.1ve l1een one of persunci/ bravery or self-sacrifice so 
conspicuoz~s as to clearly distinguish the inrtividual above 
his or her comrades and must have involved risk of life. 
Incontestable proof of the performance of savice is exacted 
and each recommendation. for award of this decoration 
is considered on the s/.andard of extraordinary merit. 




