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THE MENORAH
Central Europe, second half of Nineteenth Century

Brass

Jen ish Museum in Prague

Prague, Czech Republic

This nineteenth-century brass menorah-and the fate of the couple who
owned it-illuminates the turbulent history of the ]ewish community in
Bohemia and Moravia during the first half of the twentieth century and
the ultimate triumph of good over evi1. The story begins in the 1920s in
the town of Hru5ov, which now is part of Ostrava, the Czech Republic's
third largest city. During that time, new synagogues and prayer houses
were built in the region as a result of the increase in size of the Jewish
community. The local ]ewish prayer association purchased a house in
HruSov in 1914 and constructed a small prayer hall there. A husband and
wife who lived in the town donated the 19th century brass menorah to
the prayer hall. They are named in the Hebrew inscription engraved on
the menorah's base:

"This was donated by Abraham Isaac and his wife Hayyah Ettinger here

in Hruioa in the year 682 according to the minor era (1922)."

From 7922 onwards, the menorah was used in the prayer hall until the
Nazis burned it down on the night of June 77, 7939, and demolished the
rest of the building during the following winter. On November 23,7939,
after the annexation of the Czechoslovak border area (the Sudetenland), the
Nazis expelled the entire Ettinger family from Ostrava and deported them
to Poland. Abraham Isaac (Adolf) Ettinger; his wife Hayyah (Hermina)
Ettinger; and their children Else, Edith, and Alfred were murdered by the
Nazis in an unknown place in 1943.

Today, the menorah has been used to celebrate Hanukkah at the U.S.
Ambassador's Residence in Prague, a mansion that was built by a Jewish
family in the 1920s and seized by the Nazis and used as a headquarters for
their leaders during the German occupation.

PROGRAM

Remarks by

THE PRESIDENT

Ceremonial Lighting of the Menorah

Selections by

PIZMON

A Musical Tribute to lewish-American Composers

U.S. MARINE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
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