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THE PRESIDENT

welcomes you to

THE WHITE HOUSE

on the occasion of the presentation of the

MEDAL OF HONOR
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Tuesday, June 2, 2015




S —

CITATION

The President of the United States of America,
authorized by Act of Congress,
March 3, 1863, has awarded in the name of Congress
the Medal of Honor to

SERGEANT
WILLIAM SHEMIN

UNITED STATES ARMY

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty:

Sergeant William Shemin distinguished himself by extraordinary
acts of heroism at the risk of his life above and beyond the
call of duty while serving as a Rifleman with G Company, 2d
Battalion, 47th Infantry Regiment, 4th Division, American
Expeditionary Forces, in connection with combat operations
against an armed enemy on the Vesle River, near Bazoches,
France from August 7 to August 9, 1918. Sergeant Shemin,
upon three different occasions, left cover and crossed an open
space of 150 yards, repeatedly exposing himself to heavy
machine-gun and rifle fire, to rescue wounded. After officers
and senior noncommissioned officers had become casualties,
Sergeant Shemin took command of the platoon and displayed
great initiative under fire until wounded on August 9. Sergeant
Shemin’s extraordinary heroism and selflessness, above and
beyond the call of duty, are in keeping with the highest traditions
of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, with
G Company, 2d Battalion, 47th Infantry Regiment, 4th Division,
American Expeditionary Forces, and the United States Army.

PROGRAM

Invocation
Chaplain (MG) Paul K. Hurley
Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Army

Remarks by
The President

Presentation of the
MEDAL OF HONOR

Benediction
Chaplain (MG) Paul K. Hurley
Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Army

CITATION

The President of the United States of America,
authorized by Act of Congress,
March 3, 1863, has awarded in the name of Congress
the Medal of Honor to

PRIVATE
HENRY JOHNSON

UNITED STATES ARMY

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty:

Private Henry Johnson distinguished himself by extraordinary
acts of heroism at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of
duty while serving as a member of Company C, 369th Infantry
Regiment, 93d Infantry Division, American Expeditionary Forces
on May 15, 1918, during combat operations against the enemy
on the front lines of the Western Front in France. In the early
morning hours, Private Johnson and another soldier were on
sentry duty at a forward outpost when they received a surprise
attack from a German raiding party consisting of at least 12
soldiers. While under intense enemy fire and despite receiving
significant wounds, Private Johnson mounted a brave retaliation,
resulting in several enemy casualties. When his fellow soldier was
badly wounded and being carried away by the enemy, Private
Johnson exposed himself to grave danger by advancing from
his position to engage the two enemy captors in hand-to-hand
combat. Wielding only a knife and gravely wounded himself,
Private Johnson continued fighting, defeating the two captors
and rescuing the wounded soldier. Displaying great courage, he
continued to hold back the larger enemy force until the defeated
enemy retreated leaving behind a large cache of weapons and
equipment and providing valuable intelligence. Without Private
Johnson’s quick actions and continued fighting, even in the
face of almost certain death, the enemy might have succeeded
in capturing prisoners and the outpost, without abandoning
valuable intelligence. Private Johnson’s extraordinary heroism
and selflessness above and beyon

keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and
reflect great credit upon himself, Company C, 369th Infantry
Regiment, 93d Infantry Division and the United States Army.



CRITERIA FOR AWARD

The Medal of Honor is awarded by the President in the name
of Congress to a person who, while a member of the Armed
Forces, distinguishes himself or herself conspicuously by
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his or her life above
and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action against
an enemy of the United States; while engaged in military
operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force;
or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an
armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the
United States is not a belligerent party. The deed performed
must have been one of personal bravery or self-sacrifice so
conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the individual above
his or her comrades and must have involved risk of life.
Incontestable proof of the performance of service is exacted
and each recommendation for award of this decoration
is considered on the standard of extraordinary merit.
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